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THE CaLL OF THES WOODS 
CHA RACTAR 


DEVE FargusOn weccccccesescceecee A lumber Jack 
Willis Hughe® ..cescceccceccceces Dave's helt brother 
Boctor Quackenbush ceccceceseceeee The Village Doctor 
Flapjack Lescant cecescescoseseces A trapper 

MPSe HUGHES seccccccecveceocsesee The mother 

DOriS Ke@Gne cecceccecoeescesesees All heiress 


Hilda Lescant escccccocens os2enes Flapgack's dau ghger 


ACT ONE 
Home of Mrs. Hughes near Moos Jaw, Canada. 
ACT TWO 
Flapjack's cabin-----one week later. 
ACT THREE 
Dave's lodgings near the saw mill, the day following 
AGB FOUR | 
Judge$’s Chambers in court house, three months later 
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Ze Stand table withcover on which newspapers old fashioned album 

3- Chairs 

4. Old fashioned settee 

5. Organ ami stool 

6. Bureau 

7 Hat rack with woue n's hat and cloak 

8. Window with lace curtains 

9. Exterior door 

10 FPare.g@labekwkékhsifikreksk@Gismanégiskareks Interior door 

il Fire place with fire. On mantel, are peices of old fashioned 
bric & brac, practical] lamp. Two vases, old fashioned clock pointin; 
to ten minutes of nine | 


Exterior backing old fashioned pictures, furniture, rag carpet, ete 








ACT FIRST i 


(Ar vise, dirs Hughes discovered in easy chair, is listening to what 
Doris has been reading to her. Doris discovred reading to Mrs, hughes 
seated at her feet = stool, Hilda discovred arranging thiggs on organ) 

Doris 
(as curtain rises, turm leaves of book, slight pause) Shall 1 read 
further Mrs 4ughes? | 

) Mrs “ughes 
NO. ( takes hankercheif from pocket) It----it makes mo sad. (wipes 
eyes) *he sttry seens like a page frog myown life am 4 can sympathyze 
with the mother woo has two boys, one goed ani the other bad. (Hilda 
crosses to bureau and arran es euvée-- articles. Mrs. hughes amd 
Doris pay no aitention tw her) 
| Deris 

(closes book ,let s fall slowly to her lap) 1 think both of your bosy 
are good. (Hilda giances quickly «et them and then resumes work) 

Mrs HK ghes 
There is no doubt about Hillis for he is a model young man, honest 
up right and God fearing, but Dave ‘shakes head slowly) the lasss we say 
of him the better. - 

Doris i 
(aimlessly turning leaves of book) Perhays it is your fualt that Dave 
is not like Willis. (Mrs =guehs looks at her in surprise) You know 
thet it is villege gossip that you didn't love Dave even as a child, nor 
his feather. Mrs Hughes 


He was killed in a drunken bralw at a saloon in Moosee Jaw, he used 
to come home and ebuse me. I guess that is why Deve was an unwelcome 
child. Its herd for a mother to confess, but it is the fect, I 
didn't want Dave. (HOidd a glances down at tubdle arranges papers and 
other articles) 
Doris 
(thoughtfully) And di you want Willis. 
Mirs hughes 
Yes, his father mp secom husband was « fine man 4s ever preached 
@ sermon, Willis @s going to follow in his footseps (Hilda glances up 
with a sneering smile) And some day he & great minister. 
Doris 
Deve mighty have been the same if you had shown hime mother's lOve. 
tirs Hugh 6s 
{Bhekine head slowly, He is his father over again, his companions 
are the lumber jacks am village rowdies. 
Doris 3 
You can't blame him for that since you, his own mother won't let 
him stay et home, (Hilda takes newspapers ani places it on mantel) 
Mrs Hughes 
Now, Doris are you going to be like some of my other fri. nds, ani blame 
me for doing my duty. 
Doris 
(earnestly) I must. (M:s Hughes ghances «ot her in surprise) YOu say 
Dave stole money from your cash box (Hilda glances quickly at them) 
Mrs Bughes 
Ee stole money from my cash box, not once but twice. (Hilda takes 
piece of stove wood ami puts it in fire place) Twenty five dollars the 
first time and fifty the second. 
, Doris 
Did Dave confess to takingit? 
Mrs Hughes 
No, - denied it and I forgave him the first offence but couwldn't the 
secom,. 
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ana d dn't you suspect any one else? (hilda turms to them in startled 


manner, Mrs Hughes straightens up in indignetion)Willis for instnce? 


| Mrs hughes | 

(decidedly) I would rather cut off my right hani than let Willis think 
I doubt his. (hilda shows reliefe) That's enough of Dave. (plances hand 
on Doris head) Lets talk about ;ourself. 2 

Doris 
I am so dull and uninteresting. 

Mos Hughes 
(ehuckles) Willis don't think so. (hilda glances around quickly, has 
vase in hand rubs dust from it with apron, shows decided interest, 
Deris look up in surprise) You are surprised? 

Doris 
(smiling) Certainly. (hilda watches them with intensity) Sinee when 
has he shown eny interest in me? 

irs m“ughes : 
Since you have returned from college, he talks continually of you and 
I am sure the boy loves you. (Doris draws back in a magement) 

Hilda | 
(with exclametion of rage) Oh! (takes step forward then drops vase, they 


qui kly turn to her she shows embarrassment, Doris rises) i 


Mrs H g hes 
What was that? : 
| Hilda : 
(stooping to pick up pieces) I-+---I----broke heen. | 
Mrs Eughes 
Not the one Willis gave me? 
Hilda 
(glancing at mantel sees other vase) No tie one Dave brought you from 
Winne peg. 
Mrs Hughes 
(relicved) Oh. (settles back in chair) 
Doris 
(crossing to Hilda) Let me help you Hilda (stoops to pick up pisces) 
Hilda 


(roughly brushing Doris hend away) Ido heem myself . (looks defiantly 
at Doris who rises and shows surprise at Hilda's manner, Hilda puts 
pieces of vase in apron) 
irs Hughes = 
(peevishly) Since I have been going blind it seems thet every thi 
about the house is topsy tubry. ( a little harshly) Hilda, you are 
@ bad house ans ie lays book on table) 
1lda 
{raises eye brows and shrugs shoulders) My father heem like me, so [I 
gare not. (snaps fingers) So much what you think. (resumes picking up 
pieces) , 
irs Hughes 
Be more careful or I shall hire som one else. 
| Hilda 
(effectin: seriousness) Then I weep much----beeg cry I die. (XL 3) 
(laughs heartily they look .t her in amazement, she rises and starts 
to DL U turns to them seriously) I weep when I lose this job. 
9(sheakes head sadly wipes eyes, breaks out in hearty laugh ami exits 


DL 3) | 
Mrs ug hes 

(strikes staff on floor angrily) She is a heathy, bred and born. 
Doris 


(corssing L to fire place) Not a heath, Mrs. H ghes, say rather thit she 
is a poor girl of the wilderneess. (picks up pisces of vase and lays 


them on mantaB) who hasn't hag any ad 
vantages, 
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Mrs Lughes | 
Willis has tried to teach her t read ani write lake- and ta K like 
other people. , | 
a  Deris 
What suceess? | 
liyg Hug es 


Not much Even old Flapjack, her father can't get her to speak good 
ungish. She gets i from her mother who was mixture of Canadian 
and French, You and Willis together mighty accomplish sow thing. (turns 
to Doris and speaks earnestly) Doris, I am ot going to beat about the 
bushes so I «ill coms right out and sa, that I wané you for a 
daughter in law. | 

Doris 
You may get me some day. 

irs 4ughes 
(eagerly) Then may I tell Willis? (rises with effort) 

Doris 
(qgickly ) Oh no. 

Mrs Hughes 
Yesm yes, the boy will be amxious to know it. ‘crosses © Doris rises | 
. nervously) I promised hi. I would speak to you about it. 
Doris ei 





But I didn't mean tht I wuld be willing to marry Willis. 
| Mrs hughes 
| You surely don't mean Dave. 
D ris 
. Well, I surely do, 
lirs Hughes 
me No, no I won't have it. (Doris shows surprise, Mrs Hughes lays hand 
On Doris arm) You shan't throw yourself away on ane so worthless. 
Doris | 
He isn't worthless andnI won't listen to anything against hin, 
. Mrs Hughes 
I en telling you he is like his fateher and as sure as you marry him 
you'll regret it. 
poris 
I have known Dave since childhood am hav. always found him honorable 
; am it will take more than your worms to destroy my faith in him 
L. | Mre Hughes 
. Would you marry him if you had postive progf of his guilt? 
Doris 





I can't say for sure. I don't believe I would. Yet my love might 
| conquer my judgement. (smiles and gazes into fire) You must be 
, careful how you speak about him to me because we are engaged ami it 
| is my duty to defend hin, 
Mrs Hughes 
(surprised) Engaged? (X D L) 
Doris 
F 
t 
Ie 


When he used to taxe me to school through the woods I said I'd marry 
him when I got big enovwgh. | 
irs Lughes 
(sitting right of table) Nonsense. You haue been out in the world and 
broadened yourmind. You have seen life beyond these Northern woods. 
Deve is ignorant ani unt t for you while Willis is intelligent 
2 and & man you wouldn't be ashamed to show to your friends. 
Doris 
F Mrs. Hughes, I don't want towound you, but we must understani each other, 
f I would rether hve ignorant Dave for a husband than intebligent aa 
| ‘Willis. If Dave is beneath my level, I'll use my sducation ani money 
| to 1ift him up. The promise I gave his as a child will stand until 


| he Says he doesn't went me so that setties the matter 
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| igs Hughes 

(starts to rise) But--- 

Doris : 
(pleasantly but with decision) Y.u can't chamge my heart by pleading | 
for your favorite son, and you weil Only make me dislike Willis by referr: 
ing t this again. | 

lirs “ughes 
It will be a great disappointment to the boy Willis. 

Doris 
it is about timehe was experiencing a few disappointments, you hayes 
sranted his every wish and made his life a bed of roses, whet you 
done for Deve? Wo hing. You won't even love him, yet he would give | 
his life for you. (turns to f re place, “rs. Hughes bows head thoughtfull 
Willis enters D F) It is wicked, shamefull. 

Willis 
(coming down R) What is wieked and sh. mefull? (Mrs Hughes shows great 
delight, Doris quickly turns to Willis. 

Mrs Hughes 
We----we were speaking of Dave, 

Willis | 
(crosses to back of Mrs. Hughes, places hand on tis shoulder in affection 
ate manner) Mother, you should not speak of him. (Doris shows | 
indignetion) Try and forget him and the disgrace he has brought upon us. — 
(Doris starts indignantly to D RU W2llis speaks quickly to her and | 
crosses to C) Don't go, Doris. | 

Doris 
(X to D L R )Tos epak of your brother in such a manner is an insult 
tome, and I won't xbay tnd hear it. (eixt RU 


Willis 
(after slight puase, comes down L) What did she mean by that? 
Mrs Hughes 
She loves hin, 
; Willis 
Are you sure? 
Mrs Lughes 
She told me herself. They have loved each other since childhood. 


Willis 
(x dow to her) I knew they had an early love affair but I thou-ht her 
four years at college would-sue-ef-ide- cure her of it. 
| Mrs “ughes 
(rising with effort) Don t give up hope, my son. 
Willis © 
ier father woild never consent to such an alliance. Why if they should 
marry Dave wuld squamer her fprtune by drinking and gambling. 
Mrs Hughes 
(crosses to Willis, she walks L) Well I turst the Lord to show her 
the error of her way. (lays hand in Willis arm) She is a good girl 
am I don't want to see her ruin her life. 
Willis 
How can we prevent it? 
Mrs Hughes 
It is our duty to convince her of Dave's guilt. Why I have known her 
ever Since she was a baby and I'd feel guilty if I didn't do something 
to save her from such a fate. 7 
Willis 
You will convince her of his guilt so she will turn to me? 
Mrs hughes 
(proudly) No. (Willis shows surprise) It must be done for her sake alone. 
Its sarren end misery I want to spare her, I'm thinking of her ha. piness 
anini'd warn her against yOu 88 quisidy ag 7 ue 3 
Deve 42 I thought 
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you unworthy. 
| Willis 
(afiectionately placing arm around her) But don’t you thin: that I 
em worthy. if she is convinced of his gu 1t, we will hopethat she 
Wids finds cons lation in my love, 
irs Hughes 
Aren't you the lucciest young man in th. villager Who esle suited for 
for Doris. I'd like to know, (turns to table) But now to business. 
Son. ( willis glances at her, and shows nervousneess) Did you pay the 
int. rest on the notes. (sits right of table) 
Willis 
Why-=---yes, of course. (X L G) 
Mrs Sughes | | 
Let me thave the reciept ani I will put it away. ‘turns to table and 
takes key from pocket) 
Willis } 
[I'll doit for you. ‘crosses to her and takes keys, X to dresser R U) 
Mrs-~ iughes 
It is so good of you to be thoughtful of me. ‘shakes head sadly) (Willis 
crosses to bureau R U opens drawer and tak s out cash box) How I wish . 
Dave were like you, (has face turned from him) 
Willis 
(Opens cash box glances at her, smiles closes box with slight noise, 
and lOOke-s%-s%~- locks it. Does not place reciept in box) There if 
is Mother, safe and sound. (leave s box on bureau crosses to her and 
gives her key, Kilda enters from D RU) 
Hild & 
(down back of table Willis crosses L) Your tea, her ready, irs Hughes. 
Mrs Hughes 
(rising Willis assisis her) Come, Willis, I have watied tea so you 
Wuld not, have to eat alone. (Hilda makes slight start toward him, he 
notices ht) )she shakes head no) 


Willis 

(assisting Mrs hughes to D LU) I'll coms in just a moment. 
Mrs ughes 

Don't keep me waiting long for I am half starved. (exit D 4) 
Willis 

(turns t Hilda and comes down IL of table) What do you want? 

Hilda 

(about to embrace him) Kees. (holding up lips to him) 
Willis | | 

Oh don"t be so impulsive. 

: hjlda 

ste s back shows wounded feelings) is it you are tired of me? 

. Willis 


No, but just because I have been gone for a few hours I don't Went to 
be Garressed like a long lost friend. (turns to fire place) 
Hilda 
(angrily) stepping towad@d him) Have you lie to me? (he turns to her 
insurprise) One day you say, Hilde I love you beeg I die much for 
you . (excitedly and a littie louder, lis shows concern for fear of 
being over heard) Then I love you here. (hani on heart) here~-~( hand 
on head then with essosting gesture of both hands) All over I lowe you, 
Will . 
(nervous and with caution) Not so loud. 
hilda | 
(pays no attention to his caution, spesks excitedly) yu kees my hand, 
(holds out hand ) Santee puts hand to cheeks) and beg I be your wife. 
lis 


(impatentley ani Crossing toward her p LU) gr 
| ce keep Iny Promise, 
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(hilda shows surprise) I'll marry you 
Hilda 


(eagerly) Today=---tomorrow---wehn | 

Wiliis | | 
(imp: téently as she corsses 8) Oh soueday there is no hurry. 

Hilda 3 
(steps after him speaks earnestly) All the time you say s:me day. 
{angrily) It ees Miss Doris you love. 

Willis 
(turns quickly to her) Ridichlous. Be reasonable, Hilda. You know 
mother would never consent to my marrying you, (Hilda shows disappointmen 
Now so we must wait till you ere more of e lady. : 

Hil da | 
She wants Mees Doris to marry you/ (Willis shows surprise) I hear 
hr ask it. (fiercely as she steps toward him, he moves back a trifle) 
You beg my kees my hug and I give you hundred---a thousand because 
f love you deep and long, Marry me soon, make me grand wif e like you 
promise or I tell your mother. (Willis shows alarm) I see you steal 
two times the money from these box. (indicates bureau R U) and she wrong 
to bleme Deve. 

Willis 
(greatly alarmed) Shhhh!} (steps quickly up 8 page, glances L) You 
wil! min everything with your loud talking. ‘comes down C she turns to 
him) I'll keep feith in you mt if I do anything against mother's 
wishes I'11 lose ore inheritance she has willed me. 

lda 

It is not money I want, it ees you wheih I love. ‘winds arms around 
his neck) I love youso beeg thet I am what you call (sligh puase as if 
thi «ing then qyickly with delight at having remembered) bug---house 
See 1 thirk queek what you tell mse and some day I have much sense like 


JYOUs 
Willis 
Of course you will, trust me, Hilda, and I will do ali I promised. 
; hilda 


Kees: Kees; (holds up lips to him, he kis:es her then in ecstasy) 
009000 so good I seen so happy I like the tree bird. 
Willis 
‘erossing L to — with her) You mean like the birds in the t rees. 
ida 
and when I am your wife. ‘turns to him) Like a hen bird I will peck. 
(with thumbs and fo refingers closed indicates pecking motion toward 
his eyes) and scratch. (indicates scrattching with open hanig) Your face 
(leughs gaily, takes him by hanis and draws him toward settee 2) 





Willis 
Hilde, I am arms am so cross with yous {X up back of her) 
7 1da 
i forget queek. 
Willis 
I guess it was caused by the trouble I am in, 
“iida 
Trouble? ’ 
Willis 


“other gave me fifty dollers to pay the interest on & cote and I~-- 
I+--well when I “? to Moose Jaw I played cards and lost it. 
& 


You beeg fool! 

Willis 
iknow it. If I can get the money tonight I cen rush down and pay it 
in the morning ani she will be none the wiser, 














Hilda =e = ; | , 
Where you get so _ pomge tonight? ) 4 
, a: | 
(bends over her half sitting on arm of settee) (glances hastily around 
romm) You can get it for me, 7 


Hilda 
Whe re? 
Willis 
Your father. 
Kilda 
So much then he ever give me in hese life. 
Willis 
You know where he Rides it. 
Hilda 
Yes. 
Willis 


Can't you teke it? (Hilda looks at hin in amazement; Fifty dollars? 
(HIlde rises, looks steadily at him, he rises) Just borrow it for a few 
days and your fether need never know. You'll do it for me, wnu't 
you Hilda. (places arm around her affectionately) 

Hilda 
(drawing away pee NO} (he stows slight mmger) 

Willis 
So thet is the depth of your love for me, eh You refuse to help me 
out when I need or Nice wife you will make. 

lda | | 

Love is good honest ani we love together, but you steal it ees bad 
end you do it alone. (Mrs Hughes eppear D I U) 

lirs Hughes 3 
(impateintly™ Willis. Hilda and Willis s ow surprise) Are you ecouing? 
{comes down IL ani sits in chair) 

Willis 
(confused) At once mother. (starts for D LU) Dector knocks on door in 
flat, Willis crosses to dorr in flat) . 

dirs Hughes 
I wonder who that eon be calling at this time of night. (Willis opens 


door) 
fllis 
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B 
(to Mrs, Hughes) It is Doctor Quacken bush. (tO Dr) Come in, Dr : 


(Dr enters followed by Eben) 

Dr 
(enters end comes down to table, places cane medicine case and hat 
Cn table) Good evening neighbors, good evening. (Eben crosses down 


to Hilde) 
Mrs Hughes 
Good svyening, Dey Seneanes to table Willis comes dow R) 
n 


(to Hil@a) Howdy, Frenchie. (tickles her uncer chin, she promptly 
Slaps him) Ouch! (Hilda exits up to window) 
= Doctor 
Bben, you must behave yourself. 
Eben 
I aint doin’ nothing. 


Doe tor | | 

(to Mrs. HUghes) Every time I tace that boy any place he acts like 

& plumb donkey. | 
Eben 


(sitting on setee laughs) I inherit it fron you, pa. (Doctor looks 
S apriy at him, Hilda crosses to Willis talks aside? Deetor turns 


to Mrs Hughes, 1ir 
"S588, lifts glasses from her 868 and looks 
— SE thee 42 
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8 
a professional manne x) 
Dector 
Low's the eyes? 
| liys Hughes 
Worse. 
Dector 


Um---ym---I'l] have to change the treatment (Mrs Hughes sits 1 of Table) 
saben 


Pa's eyes is gittin' bad toe (Doctor looks at him in amazement others 
show surprise) 


Willis 
(at window with Hilda) What's the matter with them? 
Eben 
Reckon he is going color blind. 
Dector 
Not a bit of it. 
Eben 


Ye air too. (to others) On the wa over here be says to m, ben, 
I've been treating old Widow hughes nigh onto s x months ami i aint 
never seen the color of her money, (iirs Hughss ani Willis show a little 
chargrin, Doctor indignant, jirs Hughes ani Willis up *) 

Dector 
Heen, where are yourmaaners? 

isb en 
Last time I seen a ae were floatin’' up the erick on a peanute.({D R) 

Hug he | | 

( indignantly to Doctor) a quacken bush, I'll pay you the bill at 
once ,-@eme- and-<- 

Doctor 
How, Mrs Hughes, don't get riled ani do anything you will be sorry for 
I couldn't let you pay the bill now. 

Eben 


Pa, you eint got abbt of sense. Why didn't you let her pay it? Its 
surprisin’ why ame. 08 my inttellect ever choosed you for a father, 

Willis 
{to Dector) If you doubt our honesty we'll pay the bill end secure 
another physcian. 

Doctor 
iut, tub? (erosses - to ~ben) 

saben 
(blusteringly to Willis) You can't gct no other pill peddler cause 
there aint none in forty miles of here. ‘comedy laugh) Paw, and me's 
got & monoply on the pijl business anj folks ini is neighborhood 
has got to ee us or the ton t doctor at all. 

1lda 

{to Eben) Good scheme you work. lall Look at her) You talk and be such 
& beeg fool. iothsrs look at ben who shows surprise) Makes people 
Very sick. (one hani on head and other onstomach) Doctor Quack ( Dr. 
shows slight indignation at abbreviation of his name) Come along and 
cherge beeg moneys - make well. ‘laggh gaily others smile) 

Dector 
(to Hilda) Young lady, 1 wish you woufla@n‘t abbreviate my na,e. It's 
wuackenbush, Accent on the bush ani yerysort on the quack. 


Hilda 
(as if sorry 0)) I Bemember good next time. 


Deotr 
I hepe you do 

Hilé @ 
I think before I s peak. 

ben 


If you do you will have tO make Signs, 


mata Slap en 
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That means money tor you, #lapjack. 
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Holda | | 
Then 1 say very grand, how do jyoudo Dector. (Dr shows pleasure as 
she bows) Quek in the bish. (laughs gaily ami rusn to door % U ami 
exit, Dr shows indignation, sben covers mouth with hand is laughing 
Willis smil«s, irs tughes displeased) 

ben 
(slight pause, tries to control laughter) Wow she thinks : 
thinks you é @ @ duck. (slaps knee ani laughs, Flapjack Xnoeeks on D 


in flat) 
dirs Hughes 

(to Willis) See who . is Willis. (Willis goes to flat D in Opens door) 
Willis | 

‘sur rised) trns to others) It is old Flapjack (to Plapjack),Come 

fn. (Sben rises ani goes to organ — enters DF ) We thou ht 

you were up in the woods. (X to Win ow | 
Flapjack | 

(down R) 1 come back for business. (places gun on table) 
Doctor 

I*ll bet you got hungry and came back for som of the widow's flapjacks, 
Flapjack — 

(smiles in pleased manner) Now maybe that was it, seein’ I aint et 

none @gin' on six weeks. crosses L and places gun over fire place) 


How's the rabbit crop? aA 
Flap jack 
Big. Goin’ to be a hard winter, cuase fur on vermints is gettin’ thick 
&] ready. 
Mrs Hughes 





Flapj 
(placing cap on mahtle) I reekon it does, trappin' will be good and 
i figger on drawin' more pelts than ever before, 
ve irs Hughes 
i went « good mink pelt for my winter coat. 

Fla jack 
(pleased) I got him picked cut. Been watchin him for the last three 
weeks amid I says to myself I, that old varmints hide is going to | 
cover Widow Hughes back this winter. (takes bundles wrapped in newspaper 
from geme bag) Brought you ea small slab off bar meat. (lays package 
on table) | 

ben 


4quickly down to Flapjack R of table, Opens usdicine case ani takes small 
viel; Swap ye a bottle of pills for it. ‘all look set him in disgust) 
I know they are good cause 1 made them myself, (looks at bottle) 
Guaranteed to cure mything from bunions to bad conscience. 


,Dr | 
saben, if you don t shut up, they'll think the father that raised you 
didn’t know anything. 


ben 
—, they know thet already. (Dr makes start for him, ben backs 
away 


Dr 
I'm ashamed of you. 
Eben 
Its pntied (Deve knocks on door in flat Flapjack down 2 gben goes ton 
door 
Mrs hughes 
it seems like the whole neighborhood is Gélling tonight. 
ben | 
opening 


door show Surprise) shew a 
il hemloexs af it &int 
| : } “<5 Dave 
7 he 
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(W2llis shows slight nervousneess, Yr and Flapjack exchange glances 
and then look at lirs, “ughes) | 


“rs Hughes 
What does he want? (rises with effort) 
: Dave 
(in doorway) Just wint to come in a while mother. it has been 
more than two months since I have seen you and I couldn't stay away - | 
no longer. | 
sirs Hughes 
Don t keep the door open, the night air is chilly. 
2 Dave 
(drops eyes a moment) Want me to shut it fromthe outside or inside. 
irs Eug hes 
Oh, come ing (Willis turns from them ami frowns slightly) 


Dave ! 
(pi easn.t ly as he comes down &) Hello, Willis. (Willis bows eoldly) 
Eben shuts door ani comes down R Dave crosses to Dr and Flapjack ) 
w do you do Dr. sane hand with Dr ani Flapjack) 
. D 


I' ne 

Eben 
\qiickly) He is comin’ along first rate now. I am having Kind of 
tough job raisin him rigntbut I reckon I'11 meke it if the strap oil 
holds out an the world don t come to an end. (Flapjack slaps him 


on shoulder) ° 
Dave 

(crosses to Mrs Hughes) and you mother. (places arm about her) | 
Mrs Hug hes 


I em es well as can be expected corsidering the trouble I've had to bear. 
(draws away from him he twists hat nervously) 


Dave 
Youe-<you still think I am gu lty of stealing your money. (lays hat 
on table) 

Mes Hughes 


I have no pro#f of ,our innocense, ‘croses RB sits L to Willis) 
But we will not talk of that now. DO you i tend staying here for 


the night? 
Dave 


Why Ie=--I'd like to if you will let te 
tivg Hughes 
Willis tell Hilda to eook some of the meat for Dave. (Willis crosses 
to table ani picks up packege and exits L 3) 
Eben 
Me too, 


Dr 
Zben, don't make me lose patience with you 
ben | 
Gosh, I hope not cause if ye do ye won't heave no virtues at all. 
(Dr starts to him, he backs away, Flapjack detains Dr ben crosses 
to Dave) Bet ye didn't come out of the woods jest to see your ma, 
Dave 
Who ssle? 
Eben : 
(digging him in the ribs) Git out, eain't fool me cause I know ye are 
sweet on Doris. (Mrs Hughes shows irritation) 
Dave 
Les Doris came back? 
Dr 
She ceme back from colis ge a copuple of weeks ago. 





Where is she? 
Mrs Sughes 
in the dining room 3 
Excuse me while I celan up (X quickly to D R 1) | 
ib | 





en 
(to rs Hughes) “ot any pie lying around getting rusty ye aint got | 
no use for? ste 
urs Oughes — 
“lenty sben. (sits right ot table) 
Hib 


, en 
(to all imitating Dave) Excuse me while I fill up (exits quickly R 3) 
Dr 
I wili have to watch that boy or he will founder hingselr (Gees BR CG) 


Flapjack 
(to Dr) I'll be along pretty son to watch you. (X L of table) 
Mrs Hughes 
You are all welcome to wahtever I have 
Dr 
. That is right kind of you, widow, and I'll knock off ten cents off'n 
| my bill just to show you I m a@s generous as yourself. (exits & 3) 4 
liurs Hughes j 
Now, Plapjack, what is ,our business? _ 
Fl pa jack 


i want to trap on your ferm this season. (X to “rs H Willis enters R 
S end comes down back of table) What's it wuth? 


y 
* ¢ * 
a dammit oe ade” Bid, © 





Mirs Lughes 
sané as before, one hundred dollars ani ten per cent of the profits. : 
} fe | Flapjac — 2 
| That's reaonable like. 2 


W ililis : 
(X up C) Too much so i fancy. (both tumm to him) 4+ ought to be worth 
F more Since you say the season is going to be a good one. 
| Flapjack 
(to Willis) The aint no use tryin' to skin me cause I'm too old and tough 
know what's resye MBLs and whet aint, so does the widow. 
Ou sint in this deal. ‘Willis crosses to dresser, he turns to 
Mrs Hughes and takes out leather bag frompocket) You know 1 am sqaure 
widow end ye'll get your share of the profits, 
Mrs hughes 


I'm satisfied, 





Flapjack = 
(takes out roll of bills from money beg and counts out fi¥e) There is 
five twenties, (hanis money to her) 
+ Mrs hughes 
(takes keys from pocket) Bring me the box Willis. (Willis crosses 
to bureau 8 U gets box ani comes down back of table, Willis takes 
key s from her am unlocks box, Mrs “ughes places money in box) Now lock 
it securely. ( Willis dees so and gives her he keys) For I don't want 
it to be a further temptation to Dave. (tries box and finds it tockedé 
rises ani starts B® saeplnek you will want a bite to eat before you go. 
apjac 
(X to 8 3 assiting Mrs “ughes to D . U) and 1 want to see my Hilda too. 
- (‘both exit R 3) (Willis: goes cautiously down 2 3 and peers in, then 
b —S Up stage and glances I then down to table, takes <eys from pecket 
: énd unlocks box, a appears DL U as Willis tekes money from box) 
. & 
(coming down C) Wh t you do? 
Willis 


(elecing money im posit) Spying sgain, en 
<9 ? 








Oh 


12 
Hilda 
(indicating money ce nis band) You steal some more. 
is 


Not steal ing just borrowing for a few days. 
“lida 


Put seem bask » you gst place in jail. 
“illis 

Not if you keep viene mouth shut. 
ilda 


Please, you be in jail I never see yeu any more, 1 weep ami cry out 
BLY heart. 


Willis 
There is no denger Hilda, if mother disecores it is gone, she will blame 
Dave. 

Hilda 
i+ ees wrong. 

Wil his 


I'll make it right some day. “ow be a good girl ami sey nothing. f 
youtell anyone I will be arrested and never see you again and then 
won't be able to make you my wife. 
“ilda 
Oh it ees bad---wicksd, promise me you will put heem back some day. 


Willis 
L promise. 
Hilda 
4nd ou tell your mother that Dave is a good man, 
illis 
thene-<y s, yes. ‘picks up bux ani goes to bureau) 
Hilda 


Then I be hapsy when i know you do wht is right. (Wallis comes back 
to teble, leaves keys in box "ilde crosses to 2D and xnocks, Wills 
shows slight alarm) 


Dave 

{off R) ello, 
Hilda 

(calling st door) *our supper ees cook. (Dave enters D RB arranging tie) 
, veve 


(to Hilda) I don't want supper till + see Doris (Hilda shows surprise 


wild is slightly en 


Hilda 
(glances at Willis and then to Mave; tou like Doris, Doris like you? 
Dave 


Hilda 
I call her quéek. (exits hurriedly D & U Wil is D R) 
Dave 


Well. i reckon. 


“other is kiniea bitter against me, Willis. 


Willdés 
Yes. 
| Dave 
YOu ere not acting too brotherly. 
Wiliis 


Live right and be honorable and we can respect you, othe Paige even 
family ties must be broken. 
Dave 


There was something mysterious agout thet disappearance of thet money. 


(Will&s turns away, D.ve watches him) I'm innocent. 
Willis 

{tu-ning to him) I wish you could prove it. 
ave 


Hes she missed any singe 





Wiens. er pe gree 
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: Willis | a a 
AQt a cent. | | : 

Dave 
Do .ou reckon she would take a present from me? 

#illss 
+ hardly think so. Whet kind of a present. 
’ Dave 


A hundred dollars. (Willis starts guiltily. Dave crosses to him end Sas 
hand on sho lder; I drawed two months pay before leavin’ the camp | 
cause [ th oug ht she might need ite 


Willis 
She has been running a little short. 
Dave 
Soest a heap to Ines 2.8 people smart don't it. 
vhillis | 
Yes. 
Dave 3 


We'll send you through eollege and make a fine pre cher out of you 
if I have to work my fingers off. 
Wiliis 
(aro >ping eyes) It ~--it is kind of youto take such an inborent in me. 
Dave 
Aint we brothe rs? 
Willis | 
Only half brothers. 3 
Dave 
(gmiling) A helZ a loaf is bettur than no loaf md I reckon it is the 
Same with brothers. ‘turns to Willis around with both hanis on | 
his shoulder leoking proudly at him) I em proud of y e Willis. (Willis j 
glances at him ani @rops eyes) And it does mean a heap o* good to 
help yee Ye are going to be a creidt to mother aint ye? qi 


Willis 
I’ll trye 

Dave 
Ye will make her so proud of ye she'll forget about having---a son 
like me thet she thinks is no count. 

Willis 
I don't went her t. forget you. 

Deve 
It won't be hard for her to do it, and well it don't matter "bout me. 
(earnestly) I want ye to be a grand preacher, she as set her heart 


on it end if ye are it'll maxe her happy an' that means more to me 
than she knows. 





Willis 
I'm stydying hard. 
Dave 
And yell a. I aint going to ask mother to take that hundred. 
Willis 
‘s ows surprise) I'm sure that she — it. 
Dave 
It would hurt my feeling sto have her refuse, so 1 am going to 438 Bee " 
Slip in her cash box. (Willis shows pleasure) And after I’m gone back ~ 
to the woods you can tell her it is there. 
Willis 
Ang I think that is the best way. 
Dave 
And when ye get to ee¢chin— to folks about their sins, ye'll some time 
thirk of ignorant Daves won"t yete 
Willig - - 


{I will never Sexget What you — 
‘one oe me. ( 
° es pate nin s 


a . : <<a ne 
i... oe 
“ ' — = 4 a 
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and turns awey) Dave, there is a oaihane elise | think I should speak about 


ave | 
Spit her right out. ; Sa 
Willis ‘ | 
.t is about Doris. ' 
Dave 
iat do you mean? 
Willis 
tou love her? 
Dave 
Well, I--I yes I dO. 
Willis 
Amd went to meray her. 
Dave 
vf she is 4s eee now es she was four years ago. 
Willis 
Been if she ie don't you mow tht it is your Christian duty to give her 


up 
Waht for? 


Dave 


Willis | 
Well--~[~--~[--can't you realize the shame upon your name. (Dave looks 
at him in Amazement) It wouldn't be right to ask her to share it 
since every ne in the village knows you are suspected of theft, 

Dave 
I hadn't thought of that. 3 

Willis | 
Her firnis will shun her and her life will be a tortume if she marries 

OUes 
. Dave 
But 1 save done promised her, 
fillis 
it is your duty to break the engeagment. You know, Dave, you haven't 
gy right to mee her suffer for what peoples think you have done. 
u don't want people to scorn her do you? 


Dave 

I'd like to caten soebody a doin’ it I'd twist his-~--pD 
willis 

{holding hend tp as if sheeked) Shh i Can't you see how it is. 
Dave 


(thinking) No I can't Reckon I aint go brains enoughe Maybe you are | 

right though. #aybe I orter to give her UDe (leame back end sits on table 

= Willis 

+ esdvise it Dave, because I now you don't went to make her life a curse. 
Dave 

brushes hand across face) I don't reckon she will want me enyhow since 

. am suspected. GX to chair and sits) 
ail-is 

I think she does, but you show your strongth of character by refusing. 
Dave 

Seems like I have got to give up everything I love, and it aint m 

fault of mine. 
Willis 

If an injustice im done to you in this wo 1d, yumr reward will come in | 

the next. = 
Dave aa 

(oneutly to him) Oh demn the reward that I have got to wait for till 

I die, (W9llis pretends tc be shocked) “ts a little jop and sunshine 

in tis world I'm wantin’ All my life I have given way to , ou. 

begged & mother's love and got a kicr, 


4 








See || ll 


ty cord Vga, 


ah ayaa ayer cetagee 





=e 


> 
as 


‘go fur's my own blood is concerned. ut Doris is mine, shé is the only 


iving ae that ever cared for me and + won't give her up. Right 
or wrong I am going to have her, 1 am going to take her in ; 
these tw arms cause she is mine ani Yod help the Man 46S slurs her 
fer being Dave's wife. (turns away) 

Willis ) : 
If tht is the way you feel about it, I won't say ay more (X to Dave) 
iwwas only saying what I thought was best for both of you. 

Dave 





{turning to Willise) i know ye was abby and I am sorry 1 busted out 
sorta mad like. {places hand on Wiliis's shoilder}) I won ‘t do it no more. 
Willis 
You hed better put the money in the box while you have the cha neGe 
(xX to 8 C window) 


Dave 

Reckon I had. (starts to bureau & Y Doris enters D R 3) 
Doris 

Deve 
Dave 


‘turning quickly to her) Dorisi (Willis shows displexsure, 

DOris clasps Dave' a hantei Well, wel] you are a regular lady. 
Doris 

I hope 80. (X to chair) 3 
ave | | 

* proudly to Willis) aint she a danéy? 
Willis 

She is indeed. 





Hpen 
‘enters D 2B 3) Say, Bven, your maw wants you. (Wil is exits D R 3) 
(Eben comes down back of table) 

Dave 3 
{tekineg Doris L to settee) Come tol] me all about yourself. (Doris 
tits on settee, Deve turns to “ben ani motiions him out, places stick 
of wood on fire, then cames down “ as if not unmierstanding Dave. Dave 
repeats business, “ben shakes his head, no, Dave crosses to him and 
speeks aside) nae See 





es PE te eee ee eee Bhai oe Ine yi i” 


en 
Git out? 
Dave 
4b en 
I'll get out if you give m a nickie. 
Dave 
Sere is a quarter. 
: Eben 
Gosh, you are generous I will send Paw in 
Dave 
i? you do, I'll poke out his eye. 
Eben 


That don't ma e no differencep he has seen 411 there is in life worth 
seeing. fexit ) 
Dave 


tou have grown so fine that I am almost afraid to touch you. 
De is 

4re you scared I will break. es 
Dave | 

Maybe not so bad as that, but I reckon i wo 1d jar you a little. = 
Doris 


tou used to feel iree with me before I went away. 








kD 


Dave | 
I seckon things are different now. 
Doris 
tou mean on account of the things they say about you 
ave 
Yes. 
Doris 
that doesn't make any difference 
ave 
You dn ‘t believe it? 
“oris 
And I won't till I have positibs pro8f of it. 
Dave 


“ooray. (kisses her quickly, then steps beck as if ashamed) I hope 
ye aint mad? 


Doris 
~..Yes I am, 
: Dave 
L -===[ am awfully sorry, but I jist co ldn't help it. 
Doris 


Don't bite at me again. (Bave looks at her in astcnisment) When you 
want to kiss me — me in your arms and do it right. 


Ye won "* object? 
Doris 
I will ‘ & oa Old kiss like thet. 
ave 
I'll do better - I get in practice. i reckon kissin ' is like 
méedici nee 


Doris 
How so? 
Dave 
Taint no good, lessn' it hits the right spot. Did you hmve a good time 
in school. 
Doris 
Dendy. 
Dave 
Geet lots of nice folks. 
| Doris 
Suni reds of them 
— Dave 
Go to perties and déences. 
Doris 
at least one a week. 
Dave } 
bust seem like « geeve. ya 28 up here after all that. 
oris 


It is a little tame. 


| Dave 

Would you rather live in th city ami amore fine folks? 
Doris . 

Yes i believe 1 would. 
Dave 

We----we've been engaged for a long time, aint we? 
por 8 

About twhlve years. 
Dave 

And we would have been married if ye hedn't gone away (H to table) 
Doris 


Yes. 
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Dave 5 a 
({% 6) I've been thirking Doris and I---~" reckon it is best for you and me 
to forget our pomises. ’ | % 
Doris | a 
You mean to---break our eng agnent? | 
Dave 








Yes (@2ight pause) Willis, told me it wouldn't be right to warry you 
cm I guess it won't. 
“oris | 
So Willis te interested in the metter. 
: Dave 
(as if to shibad Willis from bleme) Oh he is smart and «<nows right from 
wro Hige 
Doris | 
You are willing *e give me up from your own free wéll. 
ave 


Yes, * aint fii for a girl like you. (Doris drops eyes) You got 
education andl mney, 1 «int got nothin’ all + can do is to chop wood. 
Doris 3 
Why didn*t you == of that before I went away 
ave 
It wes @ifferent then. Before ye was like the rest of us in the woods, 
io. ye are used to fine folks, ani manners, i---1 only make ye ashamed 


of MG e | 
Doris 4 

I love city life, Dave, am I like fine people 4nd Manners 45 you say but 

ther is sousthing even better than thate 4 
Daye 

(glemes at her a moment) Must be locked up in Esaven, then whur 8 

can't get it. | 








Do ris 2 
No, it is in this world and something that you can give me. (“ave 
looks at her in surprise) Its haypiness, I mean too educate you teach 3 
you goal maoners ani make you feel worthy of me. Then we cen go : 
out in the world and live among the finest. s 
Dave 
Suppose I try am fail. 


Doris 
Then 1 will spend my life in the woods with you. (“ave drops eyes she 
pats him effecticnately on shoulder, slight »ause am exiis DL 0) 
Dave 
(after Doris exits, raises head, draws long breath) My but sie is a4 
dandy girl. (glances around room ,tekes five paper bills from old 
fashioned pocket book and goes to bucreau 2 ¥ Mrs Hughes enters 
DRS erosses to Dave as he is placing money in box Dave does not see 


her) | 
“rs Hughes 
(eas she gets hear Dave, stops suddenly in surprise sepaks) Dave: 
he turms quickly to her, (has money in his hand, the box is open) 
ou thief$ Gangs at last? (X L ¢C) 
ave 
(stepping toward her) Mother, I+-- 
 iiyg Sughes | 
ian rege) pene ise % me (calls off L) Willis, Dr. Doris Come quick, 
s enters exe ly followed by Dr Flapjack, Deris Willis cros 3 
quickiy to Mrs Sughes) ns | o 
Willis 
What is the matter? 
Dr 


whet has happened? (x ¢ Soris below 


a 


i 
al 








door Eben » 


x Se 











SP a oe a Si ge oe 


a Hilda enter AE D Mh 
ugh 


3s 
fhe theif I cavgit i 

Dave 
It aint so, it aint . (Crosses to table Doris down L © hilda down L 
dben down L Flapjack C am beck of table, Dr down R an a little seit 
of lirs Hughes Rl) Doris I swear it ainte 

irs Hug hes 
Willis, the bom, _ —_ (indicates bureau drawer ) 

WiLL 
(X to box) Why the box is here but the money is gone. ‘turms ond sees 
money in Dave' shand, Willis quickly gets cash box ani-comes down L 
of Mrs Hughes) Its there in your hanks. (“ave falls back a little as 


iz dazed) 
lirg Hughes 
(to al1) Flapjack paid me one hundred dollars for trapping rights 
He ami Willis saw me mt the money in the box ed lock ite 
Dr 
I swar it is so. (Doris sinks in chair left of table and buries head 
in hands) 
Duve 
Thensomeone else is a thief. for this money belongs to ma. 
lts ene hundred dollars, a present + meant for mothers, Willis 
knows it. {all look at Willis who shows ao tonishemtn) I Was Slippin’ 


it in the box for her, wasn't I Willis? Tell ‘em i aint athief. Tell 


‘em how it ise 

Willis 
(to Dave) If I could save you honorably 1 would do it, but I won 't Ide 
for you. (Dave looks at him in wondermente Willis speaks to —— 
Zven though he is my brother, I must condemn him. 

Mrs Hughes 
Spesk, Willis, tell what you know. 

Willis 
He told me not ten minutes ago that he needed money. (Dave looksa 
at him in dazed manner) Hé wanted to borrow some. Would he have 
done it if he had one hundred dollars? 


Flapjack 
No. 

Dr 
Not Like lye 

Dave 


(in rage to Willis) Ye lyin' hypocrite. (starts to strike him pr 
prevents it, Willis steps quiexly R ami places “rg Lughes between ani. 
lirs Hughes as 
(in frmumuy) Take yourself from this house, Jaye Furguson, and never 
darken my doors again, YOu are not fit to live anong honest people 
and bere before &11 I diswmn you as & son and you are the same 
es dsad to me. Gol Indicates D L U Deve picks up hat, ani goss 
Slowly to D in flat. “ilda turns ani gazes into fire place. Doris 
weeping at table.- Bbeve- Others wateh Rave who turms at door) 
Dave 
(quietly to Mrs Hughes) Drive me out if you will, I'll keep on lovin’ 
you cause ye are my mother and if ye ever need your no count Dave 
he will come to you if he has to crawl. (puts on hat, buttons up coat, 
ea@ exits D in flat. Mrs Hughes drops in chair. Willis aiteéti onately 
cOnsOling her, curtain falls as Dave passes window ) 
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act Two 


(Tripod wi th fire, large stirring stick in it down 2, front corner, ’ 
“ét stump C cubin up L with door in it, run way off back right. River 
drop backing) 





(This is to show Flapjack's cabin ons week later from first act. Time 
ebout dusk, Flapjack discovered on stump str -tching @1ts on board. 
Eildse discovered on runway looking orf, after curtain is up Flapjack 


eniffs sir glances at tripod end then at Hilda) 


Flpajack 

Hilda, yo are Lettin’ this recminits gressue burn upe (resumes work 

Eilda contiues looking off 4 as if not having heard him, slight pause 

he looks around as if expecting to see her, shows surprise and impateaéne) 
Hilda 


(comes down) Queek I cone. 
Flap 

Stir this varmintis fat or it won't be with perservin'" 
Hi1d& 

(Grose to tripod and stir contents) I do heem fine good. 
Flap 

shat’s ailin gog the last couple of days? 
Hilda 


(glances nervously at hig, he doesn't look up) I=--I mm head seek. 
{Pleees hand on head) 





FL& p 

What's the cause? | 

hilda i 

[anne nme Fi rk too hard. 

| Flap . 

Whet about? | 

Hilda 

About---about nothin’ | 
Flap 


Well, if you ave spent a couple of days jist thidin' ebout nothing' 

taint no wonder yer sick in the head. |\picks out small stick from 

eeveral thet are lying & of stump, business with stick of measuring | 
them to fit pelts) I kinda lowed maybe ye was thinkin’ of Something else. 


(X. L.) 
Hilda 
What you t’ink I think? 
Flap 
My suspicious is its about Dave Furguson. (Hilda glenees at him catehes 
he glences, and speaks dedidely) I know it. Yer looks give ye away. 
Ever since thw sidow ceught him stealin her mong ye been acting queer 
like, and I have Kketehed y lookin" toward the widows house longing 
lBike. What is = you amd Dave thet maxes your head hurt like thinkin? 
aa | 


=. 





I cannot say heem yet. (Flap. looks «t her in surprise) some dey maybe. 
Fla 


2 | 
(repetts bus with aticks and fastens out other end of palit in seme manner) 
He sint fit fora girl like you to be thinkin’ on, ; 
Hilda 
Heem mot so bad as people thirk. 
Flap 
He is & low down theif and I aint goin’ to have you a thinkin' of him 
cause it might turn to love. | 


Hilda 
I not Sey I love hee, 





~~ = Ter 20 
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Flep 
Her are thinkin’ of him and that is the first sign, 4 
Hilde . | 
4 Sonetines Signs lie maybe. | 


» Lap 
I'm hopin it is this tie cause i aint wenting to see no harm come 
te you. (places board against wood wing and crosses ¢) am it sure will 
i ye love @amn as saint honest, (holds cut arms toher she co es to 
him, ehow great &ffection) Trust yer old dady child. T¢11 him whats 
troublin’ you. (Willis enters on Yan, stops on sesing Flap. ami Hilda) 
(fi iljlda 
ole Beeg secret I have for Dave. (Willis shows clarm) But I cannot tell 
of Ro, soon maybe I telle everybody. 

Fil 





ap 
“| (patting her on the shoulder) Yer all I got Hilda and I would like to 
| Shere every sorrow tith you, but if ye aint ready to tell me I reekon 


I kin wait. 
( hilda 
( (nestics in his arms) You very good father, 
Flap 


But remeneber this, if any man trie s to fo0l ye jist cause ye are | 
innocent ani trustin® t¢1] me and 1 will fill his careass so full of lead 
they will have to get a derrick to 1if&6 him off the ground. 
Hilda : 
1 promise you I will tell you if my man make beeg grand loves 10 me , 
and then break my heart with lies. : 
Flap 
- Ye h:d best run in th house now ani pagk by game back so 1 xin 
é be headin’ fer the north 
: Hilde 
Tonight you go away? 
Flap 
I must. (Hilda glances around timidly) If ye get skeered of stayin" 
? here alone jist trapze up the widow's till I get back. 
Hilde 
Somre more f1. pjacs I must cook for your supper before you go. (starts 
to cabin) 


eh le ea ee 


Flap 3 = 

C (cz.teying her) Mo yo don’t, the lest es ye made was so all fired tough ~ 

I busted my tee — fr nt tooth trying to make a dent in them. eee 
ilda 

I cook heem good like lirs. Hughes when I try. (Flep looks surprised) I 

cook heem tough because ye scold ue for burning grease lest time, 


¥l1 : 
(surprised) Ye aide (illde nois heed yes) 1 hereby promise faithfully 
Iwill never a the revengs ye taxe is terrible. 


8 
I pack you things a (exit in house, Wills comes down runway ) 
Willis 


Hello, Flapjack. a G) 
Lape 
(x to tripod turning to him) Gvenin'(down to kettle ani stirs contents) 
our ju t the feller I want to see, (motions Willis to sit es 
cy Willis | 
| * (sitting at cn of tripod) What for? 


(going to 4 of tripod) about tht brother of yourn. D'.¢ know if he has 
been making love - my gal Hilda. oe aaah 
Willis 


Well-~---I=-«I can't say for sure but I thi 


ty 
/ Wis 7 ' 
: “ 7 Li ‘ 
fe LP pri a ear oa a 


nk he has, 


« 
ae ae ea a et ; = 5% 
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Fla 

{places fo ot uistaagt It ad. n't suit me to have her kinda likin’ a 
withless feller like he is. , 

Willis | 
Can't you stop it? 

Flap. 
I aint got the education tp pint out sins like you have, and I've just 
been thincin' 0° askin’ you to kinda join huends with yer mother and 
talk to Hilda about it. 

| Wiliis 

she wo ld resent cur inteference,. 

Flap. | 
Not if I tell her it is my wis& for her to listen, You and and yer mother 
GO ld help a heap moren® me cause I don't know jist how's best to go about 

Willis 
fhe trouble is you have allowed her too much freedom and only cOumence 
talking to her when it is too late. 

Flap 
I reckon ye are right. 

Wiliis 
it she were under our care we mighth be able to convince her of Dave's 
unworthiness, but---} | 

| Flap. | 

Sposin' I tell her that I am placin’ her in the keepin' of you an a 
your mother? (Wallis shows plessure) Spose I tell her to do what ye 
tell her to cuase it is for her happiness. | 
Willis : 


Flap 4 
if Deve was honest like you, 1 wouldn't siy « word cause I don't | 
think any woman is sure snough hapoy till she sas got a husband, to | 
boss around, but some husbanis is more desirable than others. 

Willis 
You had better have a talk with Hilda amd tell her you went her to 
Lollow my advice. 





The yery thing. 


Flap 
I*l1 do it. (starts to house, turns to Willis) I'm plesin' h r in 
keepin’ of you emi your mother. {cause I'm trustin’' ye don't let 
no harm come to her. (exit in cabin) 
Willis 
(glences around ani sees that he is alons, teke s letter from pocket) 


flere arc two sheets of paper, he reads from ons) "Dear Willis, your 


ietter recieved. So you are having trouble with Hilda dnd want me 
to get rid of her for you. Seni her tome am I will soon put her | 
where she won't bother you agein for there are men heve who make ae busines 
of picking up young girls and nobody will ever be able to find her. 
fhe enclosed letter you will fim addressed to Dave an outs the blame 
on himWhen you land Doris and the fortune don't forget yours truly 
George. (Willis glances at letter a moment and burns it with envel ops 
in fire. Looks at other in musing manner burns upper right ham corner 
of it slightly extinguishes flame, Hilde enters 
from ¢ abin) 
Kilda | 
(Hi door in frént of tripod joyfully) Willis! (Willis quickly ¢c oneeais 
letter ) You come. (down quickly G& of him kneels) so longii-wait to 
see you 


Willis 
I have been busy ani couldn't come any sooner, (sits) 
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22 
: Hilda | | 
Father he say I a do all you tell me. 
; “4 1 s 
“nd you will 
“ilda 
So much it give me to be whet he call boss by you. 
Willis 


{glancing toward cabin) If you promise to do everything I tell 
you and not say e wrd to anyone, in three dyas you will be my té#fe. 
Hilda | 


Oh so good it make m feel. No head seekness I have now All gay 
and happy, I promise twice queek. 


Willis 
Wowdd yeu like to go away to ae big city? 
Hilda 
Whe re ? 
Willis 
Ohicage down in the states. 
BRijde 
Yes. 
Willis % 


(glances around toward babin) You must go tonight. (hilda shows great 
surprise) I've told your feather th.t I went to marry you and it pleases 
him 


Hilda 
fThet makes me feel hap y 
Willis 
snd since mother wuid object we must be married withcut her knowledge. 
Hilda 
We run away? 
Willis 


Only for ea few ane. 
ida 


Together we go? 
Willis 
No, you must go alone, 
hilda 
(draws back amazed) Alone. (winds arans about his neck) No, mo in beeg 
town I be afraid. 
Willis 


 Thére is no dénger for youe DO you remember George Backus who used 


to live here? 
ii ld a 


Willis 
He lives in C icago now and has & big fine house where he will taxe 
Gare of you till we are married. 


Yes. 


Silda 
When you come? 
Willis 
In the morning. I've told mother that I am going to Chicsego on a vist. 
Hilda — 
Why not we go together 
Willis 


Becéuse tht would spoil everything. She w uli suspeet something and 
refuse to let me go. I juet gota letter today from George and he 
will mest you et the station. 

hilda | 
Maybe father heem not like it. 

Willis 
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: when he canes back from the .orth and finds it out didn't he tell you | 


ae 
- 


he 


a 


- pOul where you = goinge 
i 





to do all I say? 
Hilda 
tes, bheem sty I must, when we come back? 
Next week. (earenestly) You'll do it for me won't you, Hilda? 
hilda : : | 
(slizht pause) My love so beeg, so grami, I do anything for you. - 
Willis sd 
(pleased) You are noble girl, Silda | 
Hilda 





Sut you promise not to forget to come? 

Willis 
(essuringly) Zest assured 1'11 follow on the Lirst train. (rises and 
assist her to rise) Pack your grip ani we will start for the station 
8 soon es your fhther leaves and re enmbscr on must not tell a living 


ld a 
i be still as mice. (starts to vebin when doen speaks off) : 
uben 5 
(off TU exeitedly) Flapjack He. (Willis and Lilda go down s tage) | 





Ko Hildy. (enters running showing exctiement ) 2 
Willis | 
ihet’s the matter? 
ib 6 en 
[weaning up and down excitedly) S8-s sen paw (down L C Willis and Hilde 
BR 
Willis 
No. 
Ebe i 


G---got te find him. (1 oks behind board at rock L 2 erceses quiekly 
to k ttle and looks in Willis and Hilde lock at him in amazement) 





WLlilis 
Who's sick? 
Eben 
Nobody. (sees board at house and looks behind it) 
Hilda 
Who's dead? | SS 
Eben a 
Noppdy. = 
| Willis = 
Then what in the world are you so excited about? aa 
ben S 
Dori's dad done gone clean crazi iz 
: Willis | 22; ae 
Wha te pes 
Sow do you know? =i 
Eben = 
Seen him, 
. Willis 
What did he de to maxe ou think he was crazy? 
Eben 






(uuletly) Peid me a doliler he’s owed paw for the past five yearn, = 2 
(21115 and Hilda oo disgust Willis 2 dwn to stump “ilda &t kettle) 
Ide | ee 


{to ben) You so crazy you give me beeg disgust in head. (start 
\8 Stir contents of cette] Willis each ae oa b) , (starts 
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(glances at willie, speaks aside to Hilda end at sume ‘time 81 ips z arm a 
about her) Kissin's « powerful good linement (smiles at her)(she looks 
at hin a mome nt ) Fer disgustedness. 

Hilda 4 
Just one bseg kiss 1 ceive you. (he shows delight, wipes lips with Sleeve 
of left arm, she taxcs stick frou xettle and Mances down at hand) ; | 
Not. (press stick against his hand thet is about waist justi as 
he is about to kiss her) 








Willis 

ihat's the matter’ (Hilda resumes stirring) 
Eben 

I* am ruint. 
Hilda 


I kees (HZben looks at her in alarm) “ake heem well (starts to hia 
Eben 


(backing away) see. off. (Hilda stops) Come night me again am 1 will sen 
for the fire department (Flapjack enters from nouse Eben X D L) | 
tlapjack 
{at door ima tenteintly) Jilda gal (all tum to him) aint you never 
going to finish my vacking? 
Hilda 
I go now. (exit quickly in cabin & of tripod Flap comes down to kettle 
ami tekes stick stirs for a moment) 
Doctor 
(orf L ) Careful widow. ‘other turn and look toward L U) 
Willis ~ 
looks ZL 2 surprised) “other I wonder whatshe wants (Doctor ami “rg 
hes ani Doris enter from L U Deris and Dr are assiting “rs Hughes) 
= ~Hbtt+ie~ Dor 
eoey hight Mrs Hughes there is a big stone there, ‘come down Mrs HC 
Dr L of her Doris R) 5 
Willis 
(going up to Mrs Bughes) “other you shouldn't be out in the chilly 
night eirfr. “i 
Dpe tor = 
(turns to him) Don t countermani my orders. 
ifs Hughes 7 
ee -Serie leads her down te stump L) Te-be- The doctor says it will do " 
ZOO « ¢ 
ben | 
raw Oreter know cause he has studied monotony (Willis X up C) 
Flap 
“gr welcome widow Glad to have you cone to see me. (Doris goes 
ip stege, Willis joins her) 
“ben 
Gosh. fell turn to him) There will be so.ething doin' around here 
the first thin we know. 





Mrs Hughes 
What do you mean, Sben. 
Bben 
‘ sheking head weusonniy | i am skeered they'll be bloodshed. | 
Vliap : 
Why ? | 
Dr 4 
Whose? = 
uben | 


(to Dr) Twixt you and Flepjeck. ‘all show disgust and surprise) You 
go to see the widow and she goes-to see him (to irs Hughes) Which 
are ye going to marry, widow? 
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| Lg | 
*e heathen. ( reises hani as if to 
I hate to think thet I am 


your fa the r. 
saben 


Don't "pologize for I am eshcamed of it as you are. 


“rs Hughe 
{to Flepjack) We came over to get some bear 
to come to him, he does) 


| Flap 
Low much? 
Mrs Hughes 
4 couple of pounds. (Mben whispers in Dr's ear) 
Flap 
New or ola? 
Mrs Hughes 
New, 
Doctor 
‘showing great surprise) “e aid, when? 
- 4ben . 
About an hour ago. 
Dr 
thur's the dollar? 
Even 


throwed 1% down the old well. (D: shows Surprise) and then filled up 


the well with dirt. 
Dr 
Ye fool, what did you do thet fore 
be | a 


E en 
Deggone it didn't you tell me to 
got as deep es I could. 


find nothin’ deeper than the well. 


Dr 
i suppose if [I told you to kill yOursel]i with poison ye'd do it. 


ib en 
No, I'd get the stomach-ache 
but die quicker. | 

Doris 


| (coming down 2 of Mrs Hughes speaks to Dr) 4ben doesn't seen to 


Dr. 


Ee bas mighty nigh ruined my business. 
lirs Hughes 


heye much feith in you, 
r 


umertekers slaying on the Doctor. (Doris turns to 


fear} 
Deris 
Vhat trick? 
irs Hughss 
fivery ome of the Doctor's patients have recieved a 
Doris 
Did you do that? 
Eben 
No ma'am, I wouldn't do such a things, 
irs Hughes 


4m today 1 recieved s bargain list on tombstones, 
6ptibbbhs. 

‘s Dr 

*hat is going too far, I'1} lick the man that sent 


down ctage( 


Slap him, hs ruis back of stump) 


grease. (Eben motions pr 


dient the first dollar I 
(Dr shwos disgust) soit wowld groow. COudn*t 


and have you doctor me, I' d sufier more 


i suspect “ben of being at the bottom of the trick the = 
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| - es Lughes she 

it wasn't the tombstones man's fault. wba e the one woo regommended 
meas a prospective customer, (D r down & 

br 
Who is he? | 

urs Hughes : 
Your some 

ven 
Tuastnust nei ther. 

br 
I'll lise ye how. (sees stick 8 of stump starts after “ben with it 
rans into cabin 

saben 


(quéékly corsses to cabin) + tehin afore hanging. (quickly exit into 
cabin, Dr reaches door just as sben closes it in his Lace } 


liben an = 
(i eudly in house) Quit Mrs Lughes closes door of cabin Doris starts 
to house, Willis comes down and interece ts he r) 


Willis , 
i wint to talk to you alone. 
Doris 
i@Bt sbout? : Z 
Wwiliis =A 
DEVS. * 
Well? i - = 
Willis Za 
You still believe in his innocenc.? ~ 
brois = 
(down L cf tripod) tou know that I do. a 
Willis — 
{= 0 ) Despite the fact thet you saw the evidence of hés guilt? aa 
Duris , = 
that wasn't at all convincing to me. (Willis sows surprise) “e = 
appesied to you ror the truth. = 
Willis ae | 
“nd I spoke it. . = 
foris 3 =| 


you spoxe Leisely, Il koow ite -8 wouldn't have Made such an appeal withor 


oul & reason and no matter wit the others may think of him, I 1 


him and trust him and will contiause to do so until 1 think [ have 
positive progf that he is guilty. 
Willis . = 
Ke isn't worthy of such trust as yours and I mu-t do my duty by you 
am another poor misguided girl. = 
boris 
“nother gixi who do you mean? | = 


a t 
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vr 
(jumping back as if hurt) Yuch, (feels nose) 
boris 
are you hurt? (Dr tries to get in cabin Eben holds door) 
lirg Hughes 
Restrain ,ourselr Dr. 
. vr 
If 1 saty in myself it will be in good cause (angrily bursts into cabin! 
ben = 
(in house) “ueh murder, help : 
erg Sug hes 
I'll have to caution the Dr about being too hersh, ‘exits into cabin/ 
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e 27 
iz | Doris } 
; What of her? : 
Willis aa 
=. She loves him ani he wo.ld have .arried her bed you not returned. ee 
a Doris = 
© 4 don't believe it. | 7 
. siljis : 
e Wait and see, you don t know everything that has been going on hers 
| during your four years absence. (Dois turns throughtfully to tripod) 
= | if I sho 14 tell Flapjack al] 1 know, he'd shoot Dsve on sight. = 
~oris = 
(turning to him) By telling me thet go you hups to turn me against, Dave? 
I mean to try and save you from taking a step you will regret. ~ = 
moan to do all in my power to right the wrong thet hes been do ne* 
#n innocent girl. 
boris 
tour pwoots of these wrongs. 
willis 
Hilda' s confession to me of the promises “ave made her end her ple edi n 
thet I do ali in nay power to sée justice done her, 
oris 
You maybs telling the truth. 
4 EMe — 
Doris = 
seaine you may not. ea 
2 Willis = 
== If it is proved to you that Deve is false will you still continue 
& blind faith in him? 
boris = 
. No, but I must have more than your unsuppo rted word for such an = 
eccucation and I mean to get it. =n 
Willis 
Row? 
Doris 
| Lijdea is there, I am going to esk per ix you speek the truth? (starts 
= to cabin, Willis shows alarm steps quickly toward her) Ss 
; Willis 3 z 
; You must note | = 
; Devris a 
“H°@ you afraid to face her? . 
Willis = "6 he 
= I'll meet her fearlessly but not here and now. : = 
Drois | : = 
Why not? = 
. willis =~ 
Ger father is there. | : a 
Doris SS 
Vell? ae 
Wiilis eee 


= He suspicions Dave ani swears to kill him it he has been fooling Hilda 

< to arouse him now would mean murder. (Doris shrinks back from cebin a es 
agi, Wait till tomorrow. (pases Doris down L of tripod) Fhapjack is going 
ae away tonight and you will have a chance to satisfy yourself vithoat a 
exposing Dave to — death. ee 


—_— a 
(sinking on etunp) © can't believe it of him, (buries head in bande} 
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his promise and waxe her his wife, 
Drosi 

She can't have him, he belongs to me. | 
ww Willis . 4 
You must give him up Wo 1d you marry e man who is guilty of attempting 
to place a girl in & postiion where her life will be a disgrece to - 
herself? ani friends, here read this. 4 
Doris | 
“het do you mean* . “4 
Willis ; 
+ heve postive pkrnowledge that he intends to entiee the girl away, and ; 
inte « life ot shame. il 
(. Doris | 
bi impossible, he wo ldn't dare do such @ thin, j 
\ “willis | 
: ‘Read this. ‘hanis her letter) (she glances over it, shows horror at . 
t thogght of it) 





| 
| Doris ? 
Ur Who is George? ; 
is wiliis | 
( I don't k ow. ’ 
Davis “4 
Where does he mean to send her? 

Willis 
‘ don't even know that since the place of writing is not here. 

Doris 
UF “Owe~-how did you get this (hanis it back to him’ 
; . E Willis = 
se I went to the saw mill today to try am induce Dave to do right by 
f “ilda he was gone but i found thie among a lot of letters 
F that-he Bhd burned off, 
(of Doris 
What do you propose doing? 

Willis 
I have spoken to Lilda and secured her promise not to leave the village 
umicr eny circuustunces ani before Flapjack returns i h oee 
to have every thing arranged with the lexst unpleasantness for 
il conserned. 





ue A baa i alle ti ee ARIA the, ARM lie at a 


Doris 
(burying face in hands, }) Duve, Dave 
Willis | ) 

(_retends sympethy) I'm sorry coris that I have had to tell you this 
gut ju tic must be dons. You have been deiceived in him the 8aue 
manner as Hild. and I thought it better you sho:lé leamr the truth 
before it was too late. 
Es Doris 

Seve you told your mother? 
* . Willis =. 
No, she has suffered through him wi theut adding more. (be. appears in 

door of cebin) . ; 
Eben 


aA 
Willis ,our mew wants you. 
Willis 
I*ll come at once. (“ben disappears in cabin, Willis turns to Doris wh o ’ 
_ hes face buried in hands }) I wouldn't grieve much sbout him Doris. Smile 


em exit in cebin Duve enters slewly from L U ana eoues down, glances 
_-—s- aboesbin and comes Gown to tripod ) | glances 


Dave | | 
(és surprised a+ seeing Doris) Doris, what are you doing here? mee | 





ie . 


J | 
Lb... 








F 
; 
: 
9 
2 
” 











saree . ee 
rises quickly when he speaks X 4 of C he comes “ of her) Why you 
ere crying, what's wrong. (slaces hand on shoulder) 





Deris 
No, no don't touch me. 7 
| Dave | 5 
Den't touch ye? What have I done to make ye act so cold like? 4 
= yin . 
“gk yousself whet you have done. (Deve shows surprise) ask yourself : 
Dave | | 
Doris, if ye don't marry lessin* ye git « man worthy of ye, ye 


if you érve worthy of my love. 
will live ani die an old maid. Cauce they don t grow men good enough ; 


fer youe Henxe they finally mide ye believe I'M a no count thiaf. i 
Were you accused i a alone I conlid still love you | 
Have they found om 1% something worse? 3 
I've learned that a te one E loved ani trusted are not the hmmorable 


j 
: 
| 
: 
: 
| 
men 1 thought. 4+ now of your duplicity, your vows ani promises to = 
another and ,;cur despicable phot to entice her into a life of sheme ji 
aim degradetion. 
Dave 

(slight pause looks .t har in amazement, smile crosses his face) 

Co ldn't they fing good size murder too accuse me of doing (she 


looks «t him in estonishement ani doubt) Iddon't want to be slighted 
When they pess around the plate of erimes. 


De ris 
treat it lightly if you will you can't deciave me any longer. 
Dave 
i believe ye are serious. 
Doris 
i om. 
Dave 


{looking et her in wonder) Sure ye aint eat nothin’ that has give he 
the dypepsy anil made yer head un@seasonable? 
Doris 
[I've seen the proofs. (Deve show seriousness) [I've read the letter =. 
ie thought to destroy and 1 now that you went to get Hilda away from 
S° Be ’ 


Dave a 
(bewildered) I don't kmw what ye are telking about, ‘There aint nothin 
twixt her and me and 1 sint tried to destroy no letter. * 





Doris = 

i saw it, Fen" #8 Tisas to even promise you've méde her, (goes up stage’ 
ave | , 4 

1 aint msde no promises. a 
Doris sy 


She eonfessed evertyghing to Willis, you have amused yourself ani 
phayed with her effec ions, you have led her to believe you would make 
her your wife. 





Dave 

I*il swear 1 aint never spoke of word of love to her, nor made a pre 
te her in my life. =. 
Deris oe 
las she comes down) Then why did you write some frieni ami tell = 
him you werehavine trouble with Hilda? why the answer telling yout. 
send her to him = he gould get rid of her for you? a 
ave 4 

It is all a | | | 
@eck of lies to come twixt you anj — oo 

ee ee) 


——— 











~ t 
\ Be 
a 
(= 
} 
“8 
_* 
fy } 
i 
. ' 
i = 
~ ie 
ine 
4 
hy 
Ul 
/ 


ee eee i i > ae 





a Dave ae 
Lies, lies, I'll prove they ave lies. ‘starte juidkly toward abbin) 
Doris “ 
‘ lerjmed) Be cereful ‘sturts after him he turns to her) Hilda's 
feather is there and has threatned to kill you if he learns that you 





are decieving her, ) , 


Dave | 
“ aint curin' for his threats, 1 aint d ne nobody ~ wrong and 
i aing goin’ to be dons more wrongs. (starst to cabin/ 


boris - 
(eluthehin him by erm) No, no not now tomorrow. 
Dave 
 fonight, right here now, 
D ris 
“ut your mother, the dosbéor Wiliis---~t «sy are are Bll here. 
Dave 
then 1 will drag Willis out here and afore them all I*1]1 ehoke the ; 
lie down his cowardly throat. (starts to cebin) ; 
Doris = 
\rughes past him ani biocks way) You shan't do it. | 
= Dave = 
eint going to heve ye believing bad of me and do nothing to set : 
6 right. eg = 
Doris zd 


You shan't go in there, you anc Flapjack would .,uarrel and one of you # 
would gst killed. _ == 
Deve 
Xilliin' tis waht some folks deserve. 4£f I get it, I reckon they 
fin nobody goin’ to grieve much | | 
Doris 
You fave no right to ssy that, no mtter wht you have done, no matter 
now basely you have deiceived me, your life is precious to me and | 
4+ wont let you go to certain death. ‘lights beghin to dim up to him 
pissdingly) Pleuse go, har fatheris going awa tonight and you ean 
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face her without danger. | a 
Dave 3 
and while I'm waitin" you will be thinkin of me as @ low down skunck. 2 
Doris a 
I'll try to thirk the best 1 can of you-«-I---I'll try ani belisve “ 
you innocent util proven guilty. = 
Dave at 
I reckon if Hilds says thet 1 am guilty you will believe her? se 
Doris ie 
“het else can lil believer . | a | 
Dave =— 
(lo ks .t her steadily) Twixt ‘em sil, they have got ye « doubtint =a 


end thet is what they want. (bitterly) . wouldn't a thought if of you. 

Doris. {she drops eyes) Cuase I 5s. ed'ye knowed me bettern’ = 

anybody. a 
Doris 


tou may have changed. (Down L of tri pod sits) I---I've been away foum 7 
years. | & 
Dave | | 
(C) and they was long ones forme. I loved ye and wanted ye so much  _ 
+ conn ed every day cause it brough ye that much nearer to me agel pg 
ao —a ey never seeud to love me ‘eeptin' a 
you my c0g, and all the timeye was gone, he ami me used to talk about 
ye’. (Doris bows head in hanis) I'd tell him how much I tiought of ye. 
ani he would wag his tail kinda pleased like. (slight pause) 1 hate  —S> 












‘© tell him ye are like aj a . 
ee Sit the rest and aint beliey; —- 
SS rd iano accep ae = _ emt = wuanean : 








— 


a a = _—————— =. — = 





Doris 
God knows I went to believe in you, Dave, but everthing is against 
u. The money they say you stole~- Hilda's confession to Willis. 
riges agitated manner, turns up stage) The letter---all ---all against 
OUe 
, aVE 
iy word aint goin to count egin all of that. 
Boris i 
(as she comes down) I don t believe you ere a thief, I don't sent to 
thik you are anything buf hono able. “ | 
bave Plapjack 
(in house) Come along, Willis. 





Drois | 
{t0 Dave) Go at once, please. (half tumms to him ups tage ) 4 

Dave | a 
I'll see you tomorrow. 

Doris 


(agitated) tes, yes go. (lave exits quickly up run L Doris stends 
looking off after him, Jlapjack enters from cabin followed by Willis 
he has gun in hand and full geme beg) 

Flapjack . 
(glances off L steps closer to Doris snows surprise) aint that some 
body going up the path? 





willis 
(glancing 1) Looks like Dave. 
Blapjack 
(about to level gun) I'll fix him. (Doig guiekly siezes gun barrel 
mM turne Gt aside) 
| Deris 
Le came to see me. 
Flep jack 


{angrily trying to take gun away from her greg) “et go, the vermints 
& hanging around after my Hilda. | . 
boris | 
(Keeping between Fiapjack and run words down stage, Willis R) Then 
Wa ittill ,ou meet hiw face te face, don't be & Bowerd and shoot him 
in the back. = = 
Flapjack = eal 
(slight pause looks steadily at her) +e are right. {faint ole Plapjack's 
wey to be &@ coward. I['1]1 waite (Drois releas gun slowly epee turns 
to Willis) Reekon I*1i just put off thet there trip of mine, {Wiiis 
shows surprise) Cause i don't like the ides of Deve hangin around 
here at nighte (sterts to remove gun bag, Doris «ces up 
&nd glances off J,) 
Wiilis 
(placing hands on bag Flapjack stops) Have no fear, Flapjack, go on 
about your business and I will look after him. 
Flapjack 





I ama fearin’ some harm will come to her. , = 
Willis =a 
(reassuringly) I give you my word, I*11 see Dave tomorrow. a 
Flapjack | So 


Ye needn't mini. (Doris comes down L Wiillis shows Surprise) ['il aga 
it myself. [°11 just take a look at my bear traps and be buck afore 
noontomorrow,. (exi _ : I) (Doris and Willis watch him off a moment St 
‘turning to her) You see the danger Dave is in. ee 
: Loris a 





<q! 


‘i= 











. 


en Doris . 
“es denies having wade Hilda any promises. 
: Willis 
Jig you expect him to acknowledge it to you? 
Do is 


i em not convinced that you ure telling thse truth od won t until 
+ hear it from 444ldea herself. (starts for c-bin, Willis Stops her) 








-Wiliis 
You won t ask her now? 
| - Doris 
Why not? 
. Willis 
Mether is there? 
Doris 
it doesn't matter, the truth must be known sometime. (Hilda enters from 
cabin, comes down to tri pod) | 


Hil di. ; 
Ohe--1 forgot grease. (starts te take kettle fron tripod Willis does it 
for her Doris eomes down L C) 3 
j Willis | | 
while removing kettle) “ilda, Doris is a girl wa ecn trust, I"ve 
Gold her about it and she wants to know the truth about the matter, 
(Doris intently watching them) 








Hilda 
What you talx about? 

Doris 
il @ant to-« 

Willis 


-he wents to know ebout the promises thet have been made to you 
about marri ASS. | ; 
Hilda 
\q ofekly end joyfully) Beeg promises, beeg love, grand fine wive I 
heke. (Dorie turms aside, covers face eni hands, Hilde benis over kettle | 
Ibe £0 happy then 1 sing all day, dmmee all night. (stirring contents, 
Speaks to Doris but doesn not look her way) “ne time I thin: he love 7 
you Deris (Willis attentiviley watching both) and se mad I get I 
breck things, but he tell me now (lockis lovingly at Willis) Jt is 
only me he love---only me he mekes heem grand wife, {Doris i front of 
stump 1) un 
Willis : 


(glences at Doris ani then at Hilda, bends over kettle Speaks aside 

quickly) Into the house now and get ready to le.ve at once. (eurries 

kettle to eabin fo her, Doris sinks on stump buries face in hands) 
Hiléa 

(aside to Willis) I beready to go in two threes five minutes. (exit 

in cebin Willis turns eni looks ct Doris light irom cabin full upon 
















him, comes down 3 C) —- 
i1l#is = : 

Are you convinced now? ae 
/bo ris are 

(weeping feee covered) Dave! Deve! (Mrs lughes appears in door wey 
of cxbin aes 
Mrs Hughes site 

Willis my son. | | ae 
Willis 4 

{going up to her.) Here mother. ‘leads her down @) ie 
Hes Lughes | rae 
i must be going home. iihere is Doris? | 
Willis ie 

(indicating) Phere, —- | | Ss 
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Mrs hughes | e | 
| leona to ber) Give me your am, Deris, the men folke ura so “impat 
Be = 73 with em old grenny like me. (places hami on Loris shoulder, show 

on surprise) dhy yousre s@heking like you had a chill. (Doris sobs; and 
erying, come child what's wrom? > 

#illis 
hy, ite«-its about Dave mother. 

irs Lughes a 
Dave again? are we never to have any peace from him? Wht his he done? 

willis ie 
Betrayed her teut, toyed with the affections of Hilda. (Mre SLughes 
show surprise) and proyed hi sel? unwrthy of either. “Ws have found 
him out at lest. 





“rs dughes s 
Jus t as I told y ou child. a 
Doris a 
' rising) Teke me home, take me home. (buries fice on “rs hughes sholder) 
Mrs Lughes 


You are not going to your own home, child, you are going with mew. It 
is a mother's comfortine words you are — ani I wili taxes the 4 
place of her that is gone Come along Willis. istarts up stege sven and 
Dector enter from cabin Eben has small] tin can supyosed o contain ’ 
gcease, Doctor has stick) 
Willis 





| ‘confused) I+---I must find Deve. 
re lizvs Lughes 
Z #@ are wanting no more of him 
=s oe willis 
f : +4 is a case of life and death, Doris will explain when you get 
= home. (sterts R +) (“"s Hughes eonsles Doris) (exit 2 U 
ea Doctor 
le 
“ny need of my services? 
SS ? willis 
: set yet. (turne to go) 
. gen 
G Phat eint the way to the saw mill an that is the where you will find 
es Me 
: Willis 
- * em going to e¢ult aeross. Dont .sit up for me mother, I way 
e be pretty late. (skkts quickly K 1) 
- Eben 
= Sey Pa. 
~ Dr 
= Well? 
os | hben 
3 is bear grease good Swabbin' fer blisters? (tires to feel back of ¢g 
2 It is not as effective on some as old feshioned hickory Aine that's 
—_- epplied in chunks. (Shoe “ben thes tid) = —— mg 
a ben = 
= I ‘spose yer full aware thet ye kinda mussed up my dignity otove sn 
e the folks. 
a Dr 
a, I'll muss ye worse than that if ye don t stop heatoring the iife owe 
| of me. Remenber I am your father, = Es as 
eben a ses 4 
Zsint my feult ye are. (Doris am ““rs Hughes exit slewly 1 B& run) x 
: Dr 
7 and in this reat race of life a shila is = by the gemtty “= s 
? bee perenne :: eS 
ie = Sin aS = ae ioe 3 > = =e ae — 
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—= =~ so 
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your old dad are . ou? 


| =, ot i been kinda notieintr 
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ABen 


o®ur prised) 5 ire. 
| Dr 
I an. (lights a little dimmer) 
- ib en - 
if thet is the cese ye lheve me running backwards. 
Dr 
whet do you mean? 
Even me 


Yer too big e henycap (Dr shows indignation) Course I know y @ are ee. 
to live so's ye'll be a credit to me and for thet reesobn I'm patient 






with ye and overlook yer short eomin's (pleces arm about Dr's sho iders — 
and smiles at mms “imme me a nickle. 3 
r 
(taking coin from pocket) Whet for: 
ben 
Went to buy a box of tacks. (Dr look at him in amazement) Paw ye 
kK OW aS we 1 as me that ye git paid back «hen ye muss my dignity 
end some of these nights when ye go to yer cowny couch for peaceful 
Slumbers ye will fim the down full of carpet tacks, 


- 
~ 


Dr 3 . 
(arm about Eben) Now hen, I am awfully sorry thet 1 hurt your back. 
ben 3 
Doggone twesn't my buck as much as my feelings. 
, - De 
(kindly) Lets arbitrate the metter. It hurts me worse thn ii did 
you tp punish you, but I had to do ay duty. = 
Eben + oe 
They eint mo use arguing paw, cewe ye're goin’ to get yer medicine - 


= 


So you might just as well quit talkim sort like, it'll hurt ms worse — = 


— 


them you to punish you, but I must do my duty a 
Dr 





(teking another coin from poccet) Here is a qguaréér and a nickle = 






You can godown to Mosse Jaw tomorrow ani Squa der the whole thirty cents 
tm i won t say & word. (;aces eoin in his hand) You sint mad st a 





ages 












ahen 
You med at me? | 28 
Not a& particle. aa 







gben 
Neither em i lets go home. (placee am about Dr both turn up stage) ; 
| 3” 25 oe 
Come widow. (both shos surprise) aS 
They are gone. 
| Sr | 
We must hurzy. (starts 1 U) = 
ben , ee 
(sto ping him et ®oot of run/ Sey paw (Dr to him) I went to = 
kinda advise you s little ebout the widow. > 
be ae 
Her eyes? } a2 
| Hoen 
So, her heart. 
| Dr 
She never mentioned the weekneess afore, 
“ben 


Every woman's got «a weakness of the 















fut tut, sone | — 
“ben Car “a | 
They aint no use tut tuteen me, kesp a glancin paw and some dey ee 
you will get her. 
Dr 
You vant a step mother. =! 
ab en | a 
L sint go particular about that, but the widows got a lot of lend a 


ami some mo ey which looks good to me and if ur Wise as ye claim 

+o be you aint goin to lose no time a gettin’ it. 

iL p- 

T hadn't thought of that. a 
gben as 











Now I will tell you whet Iwill do, I'll sugrnatee the widow as = 
being sate and — ani sounde oa 

r ae 
Young men, ,our fether is Capable of presenting his virtues to the widow — 
himself. a 


Ye had better be dv ing it sfore old Hlapjacc jins her out and 
leves you ahengin on the gete looking like & busted promise 
of ae politican. 

r 
\glendin» off I.) hum---so thing in that--womer if the widows’ 
getting safely over the rocks? 


den 
Lets go see. (starts up Run with Dr) When ye go to help her over the ~ 
rocks, jest put yer abm about her kimi lovin' like and hang on fer 4 


deur life:{ both exit I, U Willis enters ceutisusly from 3 
R I glances around goes up Tun and looks off L then comes down to cabin) — 
Wiliis Z 

(celling) “*ildae. 
Eilda 
(in house} “e110. a 
' Willis = 
Are you about ready? | a 
Bilca = 
(appecrs in door way she wears hat light closk amt carries old fashioned 
tb&eseope) You see I do all you say, queek 1 got all my things packed. 
Willis eS = 


(2lancas is) WM the: thints that * am at the saw mill to see Dave, ae 
e9 she won't @hinkanything unuusal in my absence. a 
| bhilda J 

To iloose Jaw We 206 a 
Willis .s 


Yes, 1 will take you part way (gives her money) Here is tirty dollars, ee 
{Hil a pleces teles,cope on ground) | | ; 


Hilda | 3 
(Sieased) Ooo h so much money ~ never have in my whole lit. == 
(dlaees it in waists) aa 


Buy « ticket to Regina (she looks at him in surprise) There you will 
have to Walt an hour am you canbuy our ticket to. Chigago, in that = 


no one in Moose Jaw will know you ave gone to Chigago anda no eg 
one will follow you. os 
One beeg grand surprise my father have. a* 2 
| Willis : | 5 
































































4nd your mother {hand on. r | bse, her hate ne (winds arm 


F ebout Wil is" neck) Sut Ibe such a good wive somecay maybe ner love 
om me like you/ . 7 | a 2 ae 
al 


fa WER te | | waa 
— Of course she will. (picks up telescopes) Come we have no time to lose, 
: (places arm sobobt yer and starts Z U Davo enters from run ani s tops 
-_ Suddenly on seeing them they show Breet slerm Silde utters slight i 
' excitement and os ps back toward eabin) 2a 
ie | ave _ 
| a | cones down while speaking) Yer the folks I am lookin’ ter? =a 
y = | Willis - + 
_— We have no thee to talk, | se 
1 Dave a 
Where ye goin’ with that. (tndicates te ese. pe ) a 
a Wil is ae 
i “t is none of your business. crosses Lj 
; eo Dave , 
, <a then t an macing it my business, ye have liga to Oris about me 2 
a= (Hilda close to door of cebin) am yer a tryin’ to sneak away in the ~~ 
- night with an innocent gin, | a 
1 W9illis a 
ve I am not, she is going of her own free w@ll. 7 = 
Dave = 
a ‘with enger) Neither her not yeu is goin’ to leseve until ye have teken 
es Beck that lie. ‘tirns to Kilde) In to the house, lock yer windows, 
Ee end doors if ye*d seve yerself from such a snake. —— 
‘e Hilda ~ pe: 
4 J s No no. ; e 
Fee Dave ae 
ie Yes I say. : 235 
:3 Hilda a 
oe “eem good keep al promises to me ama 1 go with heem, = ae 
ee + Dive 3 

F He aint meanin’ ye no good. | 

7 - *ijsa 
sa (egiteted) (to Willis; Igo, I go (starts to x L) = 
-. Dave SBE ae ee 

. (cethinb her by L hend, tu-nim her face to him) te have listned $112 

3 ye have sold yer soul fer one of his smiles. (still helds hand )  — 

- willis = 

: You have no right to interfer with her, 


Duve ae 
I em tekin' a man's right t Save & trustin' girl from the Glutehes 
of & mn like you and so hélp m God, she is act goin’ to leave ae 


this house tonight. (turns with beck to audiccné, indigaétes for Hilda 
%o go in house, she looks a moment, then at Willis, Dave steps toward 
Gabin icedin her, Willis picks up roek grou behimi stump and is sbout _ 
to h t Dave who catenes hig rwkret) Don't do thet lessen ye went me 

3 to bres 6vory wuthless bone in yer body. +8 haves tolen me ae 
= home, Msde folks desiise me a8 a thier, but JS Shan't ruin this gizd 
= nor stesl the one I love, “ow get sway frou her afore I forget the 
blood of the same mother flows ii Gur viensg and kill ye lixe «6 doge 
(throws him aside end indicetes LU) (Duva follows him to 

490% of run, Willis exits leaving Dave watching him off) 
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Fire place with mantle and lamp 
‘ough bench : 
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ae and So shing | Is 
tehen table, axe hanile and ex | | a 
Kitehen ¢hsirs’ | 7 aan 
Table with water beket, wash pen | = 
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Glad to leon him cause I thought maybe it'd do the bird some good 2 
LO0 mix up with ehureh folks. 2 
Dave 3 

Did it? ) 3 
ben 4 


Yes. (X to ¢) 





THIRD sac? : 
(Interior ox Dave's locgins hear the s:w mill the day following, | 
Deve diseovered at rise 3 at fire Place gashne thougtfully into fire 3 
‘place, After curtain rises an@ iw well up iben enters D Re seas Dave 
Stops & momen , exits and knocks) a 

Dave : 
(quietly ené withort looking around) Come in. (slight pause xben knocks 
again, Dave speaks loudly) Come in. (Hben enters) || 

Hben 
(quietly am without looking et him) I wasn't guite sure you meant it 
tre first time. 


Dave 
(gruffly) What do you wahte 

gben 
Sams aS always, nothing. (sits L of Dave) te kindu look mt o t about 
sonethin. 








Dave 
i am. 


Kb en 
(shakes heed hopelessly) So'm I. You and m aint get no homes no more, 


Dave 
(surprised) What has he pened to yOu? 


ben 
YOu <now that old badifaced parreat of mine? 3 

Dave . | 
Yes, 

aAben 


Well, the parson wented to borry him so 's to esntertaint sh women ! 
rolke eat the festivel the ¢e mreh was holdin! jast night. tl was kinda 





(scratching his head thoughtfully) Well, nothin’ so ype ecowé notice 
sight efore all] the wommen the parson s wife put her fuce next to the 
cage uml says, "Pretty Polly" jist as- nice as you pleese. Ye xnow that — 
perrot's uglier'n anything that ever wore feathers and it maxes es 
him sorter mad to have folks eastin' reflections on his look of bueaty 
Dave 
Whet did he do? 
ben = 
Called her a liar and then began cussing in four different lenguages,. s 
Parson grabbed the eége ani rudn to the bern with it, then this morning — 
he coue up home actin' kinda peevish like. Said I pleyed « dirty tricx 


ell 


On pious folks ani threatened to turn me -u en the ¢hurch fer being + 
SO en Outlaw as me, ’ sa 
: Dave oe 

i Suppose Dec tanned you ll 
ben “i 





Yeh, have got another supposes domin' While him and the parson was anery 


i sneaked out, reckon 1'11 heve to stay overe here till the storm blows 
over. : 


Dage 
(rising) I reekon ye had best not let folks see y@ @sscocisating whkth ma. 

gben ee 
On "count them thinkin' ye stole yer mother's mo ney i 


Dave aaa 
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A) 

a 
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P 
a 
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Lp SOUT RE ronal er eanatamier ie nde en aaa aiaarma 


oe rae 








Op 


Yer doggons vight I do ani so does Paw only he's gotta be kima aiplometi 


- {eomin: down C) And ye went to put more responsiblity on mother? 


Bello : (Down * places case on bench) 


br 
I an not mad at 7< (starts to roll up sleeves of coat) 


so often. 






















 +Eben- | ee ae 2a | 
veetal Derned if [care what they think of me» pa ther sesoote 
with you then «4 i hypocrite like yer brother ‘rise)— Zs 
(pleased) You believe in me? 3 ——_ 
Eben ae 


"bout expressin’ it. ae 
Dave | = 
(surprised) Why? a 
Boer | = 
(sits on emi of bench) well you see its this way, Doc is sorta henkerin 
eftercyer mother. (Dave shows surprise) 2 


Dave Se 
I didn't know that. if{goes up to teble C) = 
uben ee 
Neither aid 1, till I opened his eyes to what he's missin’ When he's 
around her he's gotta be sort of nuetral. (X 8) a 
Dave : = 
(smiling as he tekes dipver of water, lsee netthern=--he to sither agree 
with her aftidisey I im not innoeent or keep his mouth shut = 
Eben = 


Yep ye know & man aint bound to be ieve all he says and I have been taug 

how to kaeép ffrenis on both sides. = 
Dave 

What does mother think of the courtin', (drinks) 


Eben = 
fait got that fer yet. (Dave glances at him in surprise} I'll Kinda 2g 
hate to lose Paw, cause he is the only father I have got, but I sure 
must do someth ng with him fer he's gettin' mest moren* [I kim minage © 
@ij alone. =a 

D ave = A x 





Rben 
Well, she's hed more expereince with husbanis than i have seein’ ta 
she's hed two. Sides I'd rather see her gst him than to have him go or } 
up by some young female that would maxe 6 plvkth foo] out of him, ae 
(Dr disappears at window ani coughs, glances in af #ben looks a 
windew, speaks with show of elarm) There he is (rises yhickly es Dr 
goes away from window to R) == 

Dave ay 
Ye had better run. 

itben 
(quickly X'ing to Deve) Ldon't cere what hap ene just so s he don't | 
do nothing to me. (Dr nters D RC carries medicine case, sshuts door, “3 
Eben tries tv hide behind Dave) a 


















“7 





| Dave 
howdy 
Dr = 
(glancing around - seeing Eben speaks kinily) Come here, Sb@n. <= | 
en Sa 





(shakes head) “othin’ doin. (ft of Table) 












(shakes head) Can't soft soap me cause I've done fel] into thet trap 








—  , Folks ares, { 




















"i fy 


Yes you do? Ye'll thank me fer comin’ over there with a siap just 
came my parrot —— French in four different styles. | SS eal 
| eve =e 
= aa 
(smiling as he takes pocket book ot) 1 want to give you a whole dollem 
(takes coin from pocret book) Because you've bee the meens of me ——- 
be enriched this day | 
Deve 
(‘© Bhen) Thet'’s some inducement. 
ibe as 
a. & enough though, a whole hide'll do me more service than & whole 
0 ar. =e 
Dr 7 


(to Dave) Pearson Jones and me jai a rather cheated arguemtn, 
| Dave 


Pie 


sy 


SA 


a 
oa 
=e 


So Eben told me. 

we | ee 
He thre:tened to sus me becanse the parrot was disrespectful to bbe 
fleck, em, I threatened to sue him for an unpaid bill of $10.00 ~~ 

Dave ee 
Hbw'd ye end up? ae 
Dr = 
Compromised by his  vaying the bill if I'@ agree to enlarge 6. ntrtbatis 
toward his salary. : — —* an 

Dave : | 
Did you? | | a 


=e 


Psy 
th. 


Dr — 
(s rprised) gertaimly it wes ag of bergein = 
Dave . = 


Eow much didhe brine y e? 
Dr 


fen dollars. (Dave «nd Xben show surprise) and just to show him I would 
so the rignt thing I maid him the. ten dollars right there end he went 
ewey happy. — . an 

span | a 


Then how much are you ahead. 
ar 
fen dollare of course. Didn't I get the money 
| Eben 
(seratching tis head) Kinda "pears to me the va rson's done skinned — 
you outen gen dollars. ° SS 
Dr 







, = 
ae 
— 
ie é 





Don't ses how you mike tht out. | | = = 






Tags 
He paid his bill mdéd-=-- 
; Ewen 
Ee give back the ten 
(pleased) as I promised. al 
| Dave as 
the person, har e ten his dogtor biil is psid and you--- 
is 
(disgusted) aint * a dern eent to show for it. 
i ‘ 







oe 
ax a 
LS ae 








(Sight giave and then stokes chin smil @é | es 
3 on me | ee @s in beaten mamer) It. oe 
daws on me that 1 have been bunceed. ‘shuckles) Funny eta one 
pemns (i ie tae hl ll el —Ee 
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an 


f 
| 
, 





i ual 7 


roe a Te ae 





rT oo 


Seat rape ? 


— 













It is your fault. (K's end glances < shen } Hedn't been fer that dad att 
parrot it wouldn't have ahppened., (Dave Xs HK Hhen quickly picks oa 
up axe hamdile and holds in threatening mann sr) 


ben ; 

{edinsing) I knowed y.'d blame me for somethin' afore ye got through. - 

Everytime I let you onten my sight you do smething foolish. 
Dr | 


(chuckling) I guess you ere right. (Dave goes up to window) | 
Eben = 
hat's the use of wastin' good advice on ye if ye don't listen to it. 3 
Dr 3 
I listen, Eben, you know I do. 
Hben 





(reproachfully) But ye go ehead and do as ye Gurn please, Remember 
paw, that a child is judged by its parents, and folks Will think I'm 3 
gettin’ mighty cereless of you. (indignantly) Lettin’ a preacher Call 





ye outen ten good dollars, shame on you 
Dr 4 
Don’t seold Bben, I'll promise faithful thet it wm't he poen again. © J 
Eben * 
(X's tc him) Goin' up to see the widow. (Dave glances toward him) 
Dr * i 
Yes, (Eben lays axe handle on table. 
Hben 
4nd ye boots aint shined. 
DY 
Thie is only a professional cali. i an going to treat her eyes. 
Eben 


Don't make no difference, ye cen meke it a eourtin' cell at 
the-seme time and sot run no chances of somebody a beatin' y r time 
(astonished) end yar neek tie saint on. . 
Dr 
(fedis for necktie) Sure? Wonder wht I did with itr (feels in 
pocxet find it, puts it on as Eben removes his hat and places it on 
bench, Dave comes dewn TL of Dr Eben goes up to comb case and gats 
eomb, then comes down R of Dr.) 
| Dave 
“3c is there any chance of resturin’ her sight? 
Dr 
i have great hopes my boy, great hopes. (Eben brushes and combs Dr's 
heir in yery eamest manner) I'll have hsr seging as well eas ever 
inside of three months. That is if no new complications set in. 
Be 
Bette win her out Paw efore her eyes 2et plumb cured cause if she =e 
ever gots & real good look at ye---yer cakes dongh.(turns Dr around Rim 
Leas look «et yee (backsaway from him, looks in eritical manner = he 
then steys closer, looks at side of his face, goes up to table, 
ama tekes down towel and dips end of towel in bueket of water) 
Dr 





he says. : a 
Dave ES 
I think it wo ld be a good thing for both .ou and mother if you'd eo 
on the marryin' preposition, 

Dr 
You don't obje@t to me makin' a run for the ori:e? 

Dave 
Not ea bit. ("ben comes down with corner of two¢el wipes imaginary dirt 
fro r ght of Dr's cheeck , let this business be done as if Eben 
re YPeéelly i 
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1h i 
; mA 
r if 
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(after wiping fether's face) Now yer lookin’ more respectable. ‘turns h 
aroun toward Dave) Let Dave look at ye. (Deve smiles Dr stanis stiffly 
as if being inspected were not relished, Mben sjyeaks to Dave) aint he 
cute? Kinda geegembles me and I aint tecin' a back seat for nobody when 


4 : 4 


it comes to looks. “7s 


Decter | = 
Wt Eben, y are plumb silly at times. 3s 
i Eben 
uy 
| If I wasn't IL wovldn't think thet I am your son. (Willis enters D RC 
= from R askes slight n ise all turn to him) | 
a br 
= {(plessantly) “owéy, Willis. 
i. : Wiliis 
(pleasantly) Howdy how are you doctor. ‘cones down C) 
L Dave 
4 (coldly to Willis) What do you want here? 
i. fo ses you. (To ~~ “other is expecting you Dr. 
. Spé6n | 
. Git e move on you, 10 teliin’ but whet old Flapjacks no&égn around. cS 
1 = pr = 
} am You come with me (tukes hat and goes upto door, texes medicine case i 
_ Willie xX R) — = 
LE . ben ae 
ip (blusteringly} Shue s, aint yet got gumption snough yemself. $soinhg ap) 
ze Tf ['ve gotta keep prodding ye all the time I might jist as well : Se 
5 marry her on my own hook and Wave it done right. (both exit D R CO’ a 
awe Dave | = = 
. (sternly) Now you talk quick and get outen here fer I eint wantin’ ae 
: nome of yer compnay 2# 
| Ciliis ee 
- I ceme te sse you about last nights affair. (sits on end of bench) <2 
‘=. | Dave z a 
iS Well? | i 
ba ai1l1is -—s 
z EK ida says thet she has told nothing. og 
e Java «ee 
a No, she done as I told her and locked the howe eg&éin you ond ms both 
A Willis 3 : 
A And you know ebsolutely nothing other than what you saw? 
_ Dave 
| ms Its enough te prove they aint nothing at ist Silda end me. 


Vvillis = | 
(with cereless indifference) It might have been had not Hilda told 
Neris you promised to meke her your wife. 
























Dave 2 
= + Saeint a bolievbh*® it. . a 
ase a Yillis | = 
i lt is immaterial to me, what ,ou believe. “ow I have a proposition 
to maéce te you a 
Dave 3 a 
er I aint fer li tenin (starte to D RC Willis riges andwtops 
Willis = 
(sternly) Don't be a fool. (indiiceting eheir & of table) Sit GOWMs _ 


ae (Dave glances at him a moment then crosses slowly to ch:ir) The woods 
—- sou to clear out, — = 





= =e el rape? 
a ~ 
>. a= » 
a — x. La - > 
Sen 
= 7 - 
















































Dave 
acai to “him in amazement) You mean fer me to Leaset 
Willis 


Beaectlye 
Dave 


Weil 1 aint goin' to. I'm going to teil #Lepjack that I saw you 
& tryin’ to sadak —_ with Hilda. | 
Wil iis 
And get stot for your trouble. “é is el ready suspi ous of you and when <4 
i show hiw the letier--- = 
Dave : = 
(vises) You have got mune. = 
Willis a 
Oh yes I have, Diris and mother read it lest night, you see we all : 
krow you want to get rid of bilda. — 
Lave 
(hardly eble to restrain himself; 4¢ wrote it yorself. (fe ces Willis 
defiantly) a 
Wiis =e 





i found it just outside the saw mill. =a 
Dave <3 
(slight P~pSUsSEe , =e intently but not loud) Yer e« durn sneakin' liar. 
Willis | cee 


Berhups. “gwever no one except yourself will believe it~ You know if 
i showed het Letter to Flpajack he will kill you ee 
Dave ie 
I reckon Hilda's word will chear me. 
Willis , 
fiat word she won't spear. (Dave looks «at him in gurprise) 


Deve 
Why ? 

Wiliis 
Because the little foo] loves sie t00 wall, She will swear it wes er 
you who tried to induce her to ran away and ic tht way save wy lite. 
sternly ) There is no use Of arguing the matter for 1] auve every =< se 
thing in ay favor, no one would doubt my word whom backed by the 
evidence, while you wo 1d be convieted on general pribigaim, =. = 
; Dave aa 
as ter playin « bold game = 
—— Willis 
and one to win. (sternly) I will give jou just ments four heurs to 
leave here. 


a 
a 
aw 
Pees 





. 

= Dave 
-. I aint & goin' 

—% Willis acca =, 
Stee I am giving you @ chance for your life. idn't intend that you shall — 
e stan between me end my desires and if you are found here by t is tim 
= 


= tomorrow i'li show the letter to Flapjack. 
ae Dave a 
pt (angeiby es he mukes & move to choke Willis, he steys back in fear) 
ee I?d orter tear out yer lying tongue but ye sint worth haening' fer. 
Willis 


| . No doubt you wold enopy killingme, but it wouldn't Lely, you anys _ : 
Ct Se dou postively refuse to go. Tis 
oo Dave 
_  . Yes, The wods is my nome and the mome of the girl I love. they "re 
Culling on me to fight fer my good name and hers, I'm & hearin’ = 
the Gall of the woods and I'm ~eedin' it. : 








0 tongue tied ye'll mexe “ mess out of the whole busi nese, ; 
“ rv | 


Se 










ee ae = ft -— i a 
a = ou = a =< taes 
ry o bd 7 i? ~~, rs - ~—_ a 
<= —— a ee. bo tee ee ee - a ee 
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- > = ae a = es — e ihe aS -_ 
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you end in ten minutes, that lettor will be in the hands ef Hilda's Pathe: 

| = Dave = ; | ? ae 
and when ye give it to him sey that I am waitin' right here, (slight 25 
peuse, Willis looks «t him as givirg him another ehnee, then exits ae 
DR CG goes L Dave watches him exit, goes to window and elanes i 
out, then comes down tc teble L and takes revolver from drawer 
Looks at revolver satisfied, places it in pocket and X to bench BR 
Been a@ppears in D x C look eff 4) 

Eben 

Whet's the metter with Willis? He is walking like there was a fire some 
pPlece. (comes in) 


Veg 


| Dave 
He is going dow to #lapjack's cabin I guess, (4ben comes down GC) 
nben - 
We met the widow on the path end she s coming here. 
Dave a 
Just mother? == 
ben a 
an pawe (smiles) ani somebody else, = 
Deve = 
(pleased) Doris? ae 
aben v= 


tep. (Deve goes yguickly to mirror ami arranges tie, smootehs 


down heir with oie banie Eben x's 4 turns to Yaye) Gosh, ye don't : 
need no gsproucin up jist fer her, = 
Deve = 
‘emiling) 1 went to see her et my best. 
uben > 
neckon, Dave, yer like me md yer best is so durn awful they aint no 
hopes of improvement. (Dr and iirs Kughes enter D 8 C Mrs Hughes a 
wears Old feshivoned cloak Dave X's to her) | | a 
bave Se 
(joyfully/ “ether! (starts to embrace her, she hows up detaining him) | 
[I have not come to renew & relationship, San 
Deve ae 
(X down L) Won't insult ye if I offer ye a ch: ir will I? (pleces chair) 
Mere “ughes ce 


— 

a - 
alia 
= 


i am a little tired. fdr with arm about her, leads her down ¢ q#beR 


=. 






glances at Dr and shows pl auere) =a 

br = = 
(cxindly to Mrs Hughes) Aight down this way, Widow. (»laces her sarefully — 
incheir}) «are you confortable? ae 






waite ithenk jou, Dr. {Doris appears in D 2 ¢ Dr Sis to ben . 
winks and smiles in hOoW.ng Manner. Deve sees lYoris goes up to her, ¢ 26 ect 












ii 
Can 2) ey bi) ie 





in pantomine sie seheks nexad asdly and comes down L of table) Pe 
: isb ori ees = 
(aside to Dr as he yokes him in the vids) s¢3) it up paw, yera doin’ 
Line, as 
DE | oo 
(azide) any other suggestions te offer? een 






aben os 
(aside) Kinda wateh out ani when y8 come to the poppminpoint don't 


~ 
ae 





Soma 






= 






I*il do my dest. 





























aie a = rT a ee Se 
-s pend - a i ea Saye. ~~, a = 4 ’ : x = . = s 
— ae : 5 ~ 
- > Ie ms a — he = - == » —— ; _ 5 a Ea es. ~ : 
z am: mendes aS 2a Soe Oe - ee ' / = 4 é - ; + = Es 
- = i = a = ——— = , — 
/ - = a = f r ——) — 
a - ; - oo = . ar — we 


= ee eee 
Did Dave sneak out? | a 





22D en : : 
2uW and we aint got niehter and if y @ don't believe it. (pulls aa 
pockets of trousers) Search, | a 
urs “nughes a 
{eoldy) I didn't come: to bandy words I want to know what you intend 
todo ebout Hilder a 
Dave —— 
Nothin'. (Doris sits 1 of table) a 
livs ug hes 


+ou mean to be & bard hearted vil ian as well as « thief (Dave winches = 
&t the thrust) | 2 
Deris , ie 


(imploringlyi “rs Hug hes--~ = 

irs Hughes | a 
(impetefiaily to Doris) Not a word, I ve made up My Mind to speek plainly © 
end I mean to do it, © — 


Dave a 
(bitterly) te never had no trouble a speaki n’ piain so far as I'm co neern 
‘Doris 2 


—_ - 


(imploringiy to liars Lughes) You promised if 1 would e@ me with you 
yOu Would syeck kindly ami give him a chanes to s ,ea& Lor himself. 

’ Dave 
(to Doris with a touch of sarcasm) Le don't seed to be asin’ favors — 
fer me Doris. (Doris looks at him in Surprise) [ reexen if Motyer would 4 


fe 
ties ro tit 
bide Mina 


D ficgh avis 
A ie . 
i 7 


fc ycuk & Kimi word to me and mean it, the shock would Eill ve both. aS 
(Dx sits on bench Dave crosses to fi repai ce) a 
Dr a 
{in patronizing manner) Now iets try and get this ins pea cefvl manner, — 
tai nk +--+ tae 
be. 


— 


Now ye best keep still, or ye'll sey just the wrong thing at the right | 
time to kick up & fuss. a 
Dr + oe 
Bt--- | a 
ben = 
Thats it exactly, ye want to butt into other folks business, you ‘ist 
peddle yer pills and let me (importantiy) do ths talkin’ for | 
Our family wiich family aint go nothin' to ao with this nowheow. aa 
(slight paus Dr glances at Eben in amezeuent, ben speaks to hers) 
Pight it owt now, paw's shut up. (Ye folds hands meekly, s#ben places 











hence eround his shoulder) 3 
as Lave } 
Bf, (to jive aughes) What is it ye man to gay, Mother? 

a | wrs cughes 
I want to ask you if there is enovwh manhood in you to marry Hildae 
eS Dave | 
Se (amiling ) i got enouzh manhood, but I'm kinds shy on nerve. __ 
= sir93; Dr Sess 
— why (“ben quickly elesps hand over Dr mouth. . 
= “xs hughes 
thy do you refuse? ess 
suite wane ——_—— 
. Cause [dont want hex. | eS 
a , luvs Lug hes —— «a 







ér to believe 
Saxe a5 


—— a 





then why leed h you did. 






ie rn = = 2 1 eae Se = : “ rl = 
ii MAL 7 oS SS. SS nae. 
. : = = a ee. = - i ae eS ss 
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.— See > ee — = = - = 


ee — 









— 


be ed Deris vise yudly sire Hughes hardly able to reftrian her self) _ 
D a 


The ideal fo dere suggest a ting eboui my boy. (Doris X to her) = 


= in emezement énd then to Dave) — | lg 


=e = = =: 1 | a VS’ b = ee , 
ee =.= 
Ea = a " 


Ss — —— a 7 





ive Mughes 


boris | 
(looking at Daye) She told me so after you ijeft last night. 
“urs Lughes | | 

“nd we know you intended some harm to come to her or you would not 
have osngaged some one as wicked ag yourself to sid you in such ae 
& Gish norable thing as an attienpt to spirit her BWEY « — 
| pr — 
\ouickly) I doa't~--(icben repeats former business) | “4 
5 urs hughes aa 
You can't deny it for Willis shewed me the letter. oi 
Dave ¢ 


Doris. | 


(earnestly) what if 1 told you it was him. (Doris shows renewed interest 

lirs hughes indignant, dben ami Dr looks Surprised ’ = 
lives Hug hes : a 

I wuldn't believe it. =_ 
if &V ate 

louiekly end eérnestliy) and thet he would got her away lest = 

night if I hadn't stoppedhia : ae 
lics Lughes 

(rising indignant) Don't you dave aecuse him of sach & hing. (ben 


Lt = 

(x quickiyto her) Sow, Mrs hughes, just be quiet, {gently pushes her back 
in chair) fuke it easy, tuke it eusy. =i 
iirs Lughes : <—_= 


Dr a 
{to lirs hughes) “e know you boy Willis is above reproach (glances at == 
Deve ed winks Dave Suiles, /oris is attentive to wre aughes, try 33 
%o quiet her anger. Dr X to Dave and s peaks aside) i had to say it — 
veve. tis policy you know. (Duve smiles and nods heed approved ) . 

Loris ; 
(to Deve) When did it hepven? ; 

Dave 7 = 
Co ldn't heave been noren’ ten Minuies after i was taiking to you, eS 
i wes wantin to see her about tian lies, $0 instead of eomin' ro: 
On home I hid behind at ree end waited till &i1 you folks was gone, 
i got to the house jict ag thay Was Startin' sway. 

Lborig | 
You ere sure you went there immediately after we lefte eo 

Dive = 
“ositive, D c end saben was the last to 20. | 
= ben 
That's rizht. 

Doria — = ; aa 
(to lirsm“ughes) *ou see dry Hugh s, there may be a terrible mistake, 
may be wronsing Dave. Hilda may have told a flssehooa to sagg "2 
Willis. ne 
Mrs Sughes : 


No, ao ‘8 Qhe only one whe has spoken fcisely (Dave rises pr ervkéses 4 
to her | a 


Duve a 
i didn't suppose ye would believe it. —— 
“rs lug hes ie 
and why? Becsuses every one hawe kno s that wWiilis was oot near the 
house at that time. ‘all show Surprise ami look at exch other 










D ris 
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= oe ee a = Pie 
E = - =f a > a=] a ef _ 
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Wern you against he z fither, 
: | Dr 

Uummis-etheats right. 

: Lave 

Se ad dn't: go up the peth . 

Se eut across to gsin time. : : =a 

-hen . 

Strikes we thers is souething wrong someplace. Willis said he was a 


goin to warn Dave, but did he? (all show surprise) That's the ques tion? 

* Dr ro 
Pretty good argument ben 

divs dug hes =a 

Sut no Logic. = 
3 gen 
“Ogic be durned s0 long es thee is senso to it, : 


Doris =~ 


Coulin't Willis heve given th.t as anexcuse to get away from us? 4 

ics hughes ; a 
ie wouldn't stoop to such duception. ne 
et Eben a 
“eybe he don t have to Stoop, might come natural to him like. 


. Mrs Sughes a 
Now listen to me, Dave Ferguson, I'm your mother but 1 can see your : 
faults. : 
Duve 7 
+hey afa& a bit of doubt about thet, if ye hupvon to miss one, ‘20% 
& brother that points it out to ye. 7 
“is Hughes | =. ae 
and I mean to treat you the sete es any stranger who hed been guilty 





of such an offence. 
Dive . 
I -culdn't kiek if I wasgettin treated thet way causa I would be 
shown some consideration. 3 
ire sughes oa 
Hilde is a good girl ané unless Ou go to Flapjack and confess your 
wrongs and Make good your promises, + shal! 1 let him deal with you as 
hé sees right and just, a 
| Dava ae i 
I'm & sayin’ ne. (ali show intnet interest Dave x to C) Willis is e® ~~ 
the bottom of sl11 of this, a 


a —~ ® 


—_ - 


— 
> 
= 


Mrs hug hes : Sg | = 
i won't listen to a word against him LS ss 
Deve = 
%e will listen. He was here gist afore ye, tried to £0 ee me to 4 
lseve the woods. (Dr ami Eben show surprise) I refused and he's gone to 
tell Flapjack more lies. | : 
irs hug hes 
More likely to pleid with him to spare your lige, 
Dive a 
Ee‘s wantin m killed, ye cell yerslef my mother, but ye aint never 
ss done sothin’ to show it. (Mrs Hughes bows head) Willis had had & lyer 
a love end protection, and now he has done wrong ani yer txyin' to force 
symm, me to teke his sins on my shodlders. i sint & doin’ it I've suffered 
— @meugh on agcount of him and I will see myself cut into ribbons a 
 @fore I give in. ane 













_ Douss = 
ae Cto Mra Hughes) Ure Luzhos, wo.ldn't it be an uot of justice if we 
es = Ss atten éoun to *lapjacic's aebin and get at the betta of tr : 
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Sa ag ae . 
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J a Dr 
«Good ides, = | 
gi saben | ) 3 
in Co.ldn't said a better o 6 myself, ae 
ee urs Lug hes : | a 
| it would be casting « refleetion upon the honor of Willis, and you al 


= 
oo 




















know bis life ig like an open book, . =< 

“ben = = — 
(scratch ng heed tho ghfully’ aybe so---but sometiges they is some = 
filthy reading in open books; ™ ae 
| lirs “ug hes re 
No ons hes led & clesher life than — jlis am { wn't cloud it  — 
by entertei ning & suspicion agai ret sterts te D RC) Come, Doctor, — 
we have done a@i11 we cen here. - 


ie r p< 
A ag . (undecided) But Mrs Sughes--. 
= irs Hughes 


aa “o etraddling the Zenme, Dr, you must be either on my Side or hise 
<< “hich shall it ber (“rc looks beseechingly to Dave) 
ee Dave 
eee (aside) Go aheag, Dr, 

Dr = 
—. Widow, I never knew youto be wrong in anything and I'm Sticking elose — 
A ee te you. {gocs to her) c. 
Be - oS “ugha s , =. 
—- Come GDoris (Dervis elerts «bene rossges sUiesly ond intercepts her) 3 
: 7 ben ee 
_ -- (to #ys Lughes) I'll fetch Doris Paw hes got somthing kinda prdvate 
— to S&y cbout the os of your eyes, heart furture and welfare, ee 
= airs “ug hes See 
- (inD RC turn to Dave) Remeuber Dave we have beseeched you to a 
——: de the honorsbie thing and you refwe, mobody but yourself will 
| beseech blame for the conusequences. = 
i = Dive we 
. om willing to teke #11 that is coming to we for enything i heve done. — 
t (Mirs Hughes exit D & 0 ani go right) = ae 
~~ Doris ——- 
| a { 4 to Dave) *sn't there some way Out of this tangle? a 
a ; Dave 3 es sas 
a: 4 don 4-meea-n- see none since Hilda is eecugin me. 
* Eben = 
(R of table) Strikes ma kinda funny he'd be seying it is you she 
wants em then be trying to run ewey with Willis, still bhey Sint = 
no countin fer the whims of women cause they clways do just the _- 
Opposits to what a human being wowd do. 

Dervis 
a (to Deve) acs you willing to go down to #lapjeck's cabin , 
- . Lava . - ‘:. es » 
=): ———. on 
— ben 3 
(sterts D R) Come on, 
3 Levys 
But not now. (Kben ani Doris show surprise) . 


= Doris 


- i 
5 - 
= 
‘ 
g a 
al 
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ns Deve . —_— : = 
Bp Tats evenin’ Je can cald for me ‘exit $ 1) ——— 
a on ee 2a ———— 
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Pees een a 
Ny ae 
I ae 
a yo 
| i 


Be: ‘cinking on bench) * wish I could be positive. 


























= 5! 
—— .. ub an = 
es (x C} That's easy amvug jist sa to yourself “ay heads just buwint a 
E = _posittveness” am it will. ‘sits in cieixr ¢) 23 
Do ris ~— 

| Sut I don't seem to kcow my own mini. ~~ 
| 7 ben a 

 Zike to have you ehow me & Woman us ever did. J 

s | wore =o nie 
= When 1 am in his presence + can't selp but feel he's honmrabie a 
- €md the morent 1 an away my Bind is filled up with doubt. — a 

40 en “J 

. and a head fai) of doubt, is just about as useful ag a head full of 
: saw dst '@ause ie aint enough good hurd workin’ brains in either a 
: to set the ' brid «fire. = 
. eS boris ae 
You are plein in your statemtns,. = 

gben = 
fo womMgesoy has got ito bs plain or ther is going to be a busted courtship — ‘Ms 
. &round here. Dyve ig weil right, if it is Hild a that ig Standing in a 
yer Wey oni all she wents is 4 husbem, goggone if I won't marry a 
ba her myself to get her outen tha way. = 
| Kilda = 
| (excitedly célling off L) Deve, Bavel (Lewis and ben rise quiekly —- 
@nhd start ap D ac’ Kilds meshes gast window and enters, her =a 

. heir is th own carelessly about her face, oress torn, she shows a 

+ intense excitement, bretahting with diffieul ty) = 


the Pee, 


\ at 
Aad. a 


£ Eben 2 
What's the mtter? (Hilda half swoons, Doris places arm about her 


7118 


Cr th eeu: | 
5 - 
Ma AD 
y | 

















enj bfings her to chair C) oo 
: DOFLS = 
. Yorn ars frightened, tell us what has happend. 4 
=. Bilde s 
_ TensIn--(fventiceily) ihece is Dave, yuéek, father heem gous to Kalle 
= | He is in the mill. seo i 
| boris 
(40 Hben) Warn him at onee. (Eben starts to door Z) 
hilda 
 % No no (“ben stops) I tell heem, run quick stop father (dben oxite 5 
it guiekly DRC emi mene L to Doris) Uses vehes DOG i Ore ies ee 
= i They just Left here. & 
> Sa Hilda 
= pris quick, I +tel] e11 I know cbout Deve mapee I suve heam life, = 
a Mees uM hilt pushes Doris D RC) Quiek run (Doris exits ore 
3s tats R C.Hilds watehes her off for just & moment Willis passes 


Wind ow Hilde ALceind is about to exit when Willis enters —— 









Willis 
Silda. (Hilde turns to him) Why heve you come here? 
Hilda 
(meeting him Z of ¢) where fLatpke? 
: #illis _ 
| ~ obe is coding. I started home, but seeing you running emake | the under 
‘brush, tow.rds -— mihi I followed. = — 
& a a 





= 





I run guick, fall down, get up guick run like deer, tear dpae 
but I = Gare so 1 gat i ere to save Dave's x 


sa so LSS 






















































——_ ae 5 : 
ile ag . | Te 
Hot ies I go news Storte 1 he seizes her b hand on = hurle her ¢ 
2 of table ) | : 

| [aes 3 Wi: is 
ie You ehan't. 
_ = Hilde 
i Willis 
=_ Going to turn egainst me? 
— Hilde 
Ee You turn against ue. (advances toward him) Hear you tell ¥veebyaseweryb 
= Dave who try to taxe m away last night. i hear you read heen | 
“- — etter say to get cid of me (fiercely) You lie to we, you 
, get ine away then a come like you promise. 
i — ey liis = 
—_— fou are mot going to tell Dav. anything about the money are you? os 
a Lild a | Ss 
ee Willis > 
A | For God's sake don't do that, I'll be ruilnedi---driven fron home, an 
, 3 outeest. 
“oe Hilda 
. i nO. Care. 
, Willis 
> Where is your professed love now? You would rate me for revenge. 
1 Hilda 
: , day Love turn to nete. Sou wank to wake m@ bad girl end fr thet F —— 
f . hate you. (hand on heart) Here (ham on load) all over I] hate you — 
eee like I one ¢ love. (fiercely! So much I hate you 1 tell Dave everything. — 
1 = past you etesel MO eyse (willis shows great feur) The tuzké- truth | = 
- + ten then no head sicxness I have. Z ae =a 
( Ss | jillis — 
‘ae {pleadingly) Hilde seen Silent about the mt hey, let your father settle | 
, with Deve and I cyese i Will mexe you my wife befere the whole ae 
| Lid & 





You lie once, you lie again, no love you have for me, Onee I give is 
you my soul for your smile, but now 1 not have you for @ husband if ~ 
you give me the wo cla. “= sa 

wiliis : 
(gevagely advane ing toward her) You she devili IL've pi caded ak 
bagged but you won t listen i warn you if you say @ word againss 















me your life shell sangwer gor ite 

b Hilde Se 

i (defiantly) I mt faur such liar and coward. = ee = ae 
Willis _ 

| (savegely} Jas he reeches for axe handle on table) ageint aS you 
silence. — 

1 > See hdd 

d Bates: (defiantly as she steps back shewing some fear) NO. 

ce. Willis Se 
{in rege) then you die. (starts for her, she uiters slight eas. 4 esi om Ea 
of alraaand cuches right, he follows and exits ae 7 r hez : = 
Hilda . = ? 
(es goon ag bo th 7 pesks off R in siarm) pon’ be 

‘liis 5 

. (eff 8) You wmeie es gnome of shuffling £ eet) | aa 
Le ) ] a 







= No WO. | 
an seereeere ‘Thon tke thee lde s 









SS —— - — — me = 











Willis entexe showing alarm has axe handle in hend apt of eaeed” — 7a 
on it glances back at door in fear and then at axe handle cross it —— 
in front of door) My God whet have I done? (closes door sound of foot = 
steps quickly drops behind cot. Dave enters D L shows surprise at 

not sessing any one. Seeing Willis rises quicily and starts to exit. 208 
indoor anc looks -~ am T, murmer of cengry voices heard he motions fr 
ifvantically both a and IL _ inside littis later, Flapjack and Zben 
enter from 1.and cone cown L © ~re Lughes Doris and Dr enter innet inlays 
aiter them Flapjack has gun) 






















i lap jack 
thur's the ecoundrel thet fooled my girl? 
boris 
(quickly es she comes down 8) Where's Hilda? 
Der 
®6 heard & scream, 
mS “ughes 
Like & women in distress. (e6veryone shows exctiamni ) : 
Dr <a 
(to Willis who is ct door) What's happened. ou're as pale as a ghost. 
Flapjeek 2 
iy gai tell me whur is she? 
wiliis 







(hearsely in fear) Seue thing terrible has happened. 1 tear i came 
heré---heard angry voices in that room. lindicating D R) leard a 
4OMBN e¢rean and thea all wes still (others look at each other in 4 
fear end umazement) - an 
slapjack oe 
iy Hild@a ahe has been Killed. 
saben 
L6ts not stand ae like dummies, leis do seuething. 
ir a 
foree the doOor,. (every one mee move towurd door as Dave enters quiekly — 
hus axe hendle in ham, stops in surprise a& seeing others Flapjack x 
raises gun as if ic fire, sben siezes it) 














5 bo ris 
Silda, wisre is she? — 
Dave a 






(hoaree1) There. (indicating room R) “urry Pee (Dr exits quiezly ai alee 
Followed by Slapjack and «bea! a 
hrs nughss 
(to Deve) Gh my boy---my boy why did you do such an awful thing? 
Dave 
(in smuzemant) Mother, aeeusin’ ms of this? (turns to Doris holds es 
Gu hands beseechinmgly) Doris? - c~_ = 
Doris — 
\ginks back in horroz) Don't coue near wm, your hands are 8 tei ned = 
With blood. (covers ‘uee with hands and X L Dave glames at hanile 
Grops it enu loocs ui hanis of Willis and «rg “ugha comes dom c. 12 
Duv e@ Se 
I'm innocent. (<lesding to all) Ye aint a believein me guilty of . 
murder? (Eben appears in door &) - Stes 
ailiis <r 
| the cvidenee is there, you réa murder am ther is no one to speak - 
din your defense. 2 aie 
| ba 


(coming guickly down 2 of w@llis) Yes, they is. 







y ay Saf >)) 
Ri Bible 
‘| x BA DRah or 
i 















_—-— «hea 
a ts: ben 


= sce alee he ae at el Ad Gee, 3 






ae Large flet bop Gcsk with paper, law books, usgezines axs handle 


2. Settees 
Book caee 


X .xterior backing 
xX Interior ueaeiee 






























aC? FaR —— af 


Mrs sughes ani Yoris discovered on settee 4lapjack and Hilda on sette = 
L Willis 4 of teble ‘omen al] dresced for streat, Di and Zbens hat 7 
on hell tree, Flapjack wears cip 4t rise siven enters from a 
DG and x to KR ghe ds dressed better tnin in other acts but not burles jue 
botrs coca 
(as Eben enters) that's the sews? (a1 but Kilda s ow great interest) 
(she plays with rag doll but not to attrect attention from scene) = 
ben 


~ 
= 


J 
a 








she jury is still out. am 

iiliis ay 

Wh, don’t they find Dave gulhty and let ue go home. — 

ben a 

"Pears to me yer durn enxivous to see ,Our bo@iher spendin’ a few years 

in prison. 3 —— 

Wiliis : a 

He attempted to murder the girl and justice must be done. 2 

| DEN a 

But it aint. if it was I'd bet my parrot to « wud hen, ye'd be dnagling © 

form the end of a rope, | — 

i 4i~3 Lug hes a 

(chepply) ben. ) a 

ben ee 

(to tiyg Hughes) I'ma meenin' it. If it hedn't been for him a testifyin — 

the jury'd miss some ye told it over eagein. ae 

: urs Lug hes — 

a #o is right. Willis if Deve is found guitl it will be through yon. — a 
es = wiliis es 
: three months ago he coumitted his erime. you were al Sie yping wa on 
= the beck for taking the stand I did. —— 
7 aden = 

= 4i ye aint lost yer memory on soite things I toink ye'lil kinda remember = 
a' + Stacked ye on the nouth instead of tne back. aq 
4. uitjig oe 





You «ll priased me for wenting te see Justice done that girl. (indicates — 
hilda) ani now you ara blaming me tor doing ii. ae oe 


Deris a 


ei Justice mighty be tcupted with mercy. Dave hes been in custody for 
= three months, that sure is sufficient. “aoe 

- ber = J 
= if they find him guilty he will get about « hundred years. ee 

b= ¥iapjack i 2a 
a (to Hilda who ig trying to tie ribbon on doll) Can't you tie the rib one 
= Kilda = 
+ io (holds Up doll) You tie. (Flapjack takes doll uni tries to tie th 
es a 

Sa ribvbon } _— 

as isb an 






(to “rs Bughes ani Joris) I'll bet if Hilde hed her right mind she i 
Would tell Something to make folks hair curl. = 







Why do you Gling to that idea? a 
| “pen ; 









= if you went to kmow right out and plain, I'll L611 you, its sila 1 ae 
_ SBink Willis nas lied frow beggantn' to end. ‘Willis shows gear) 8 8 8 







= ee dillis } ——_—— 
ees. (pigking up axe handle) This mute evidence did wre to convict Day =~ 
pe then my testimony. a an't prove thai I lied, ae 3 
| “ben Sa ee 













































a OE Ge aS Se 
get her mini baok ogain some ay and af she) does , 
‘pp to window) s | é SES 
iirg “ughes 

Be Sis Dr gseys she will uéver recover her newory uniess Plapjuok submits 

—— te an Operation. = 
a Flap jack BS 
— i won't ellow it, they*ll Ki her gure, i aint a goin' to have nobody 
ae cuttin’ on my pal. (gives doll to Lilda) 
— Doris 2 
ee Sut it may be the meas of eaving an innocent man : 
—— Flapjack é 
cc 2 pint &, eerin'’ what they do to the WGN os struok her. +hey axe 
/ as not goin’ to put no knife in my ch ld‘s head. 
ae “rs Hughes 2 
ee But it is your duty to bey Plpajeck; fhe Dr suys theca is a portion a 
—— of the skull pressing aOgsinst the brain and until that is removed = 
{ae she will elweyes be as she is now. 
vr ee 4oris | = 
4 as = You enrely doen't went ber to be as simplees a child. oa 
ke - Flapjack te 
i a7 Id rether have her a8 She is then not at ail (slaces arm affectionat 
. aBout Hilde) You don't went to have your head cut do you honey? 
= | Silda 
ee = 2 ( amuzed ) “ead cut? (in fear nestles close to him) No --«no! 
= irs tug hes 
( ieee Bri Genin : 
-_ Willis = nae 
—— Mother he knows what he wants. {e172 show su ‘srise) thy try to induce — ae 
1 > a him otherwise, (to ‘lapjack as-he rises) Be firm flapjack. don't ne 
(| et some 014 quack Dr (ben comes quickly down) vull the wool over your — 
U = iz 5 CyYese ee 
=... Eben 2 
ie Cali my paw & quack and [* will pull some woo] over yous (Dr enters = 
| DL secs Eben pulling off coat) i 
Dr 3 ——— 
= then, what is the trouble? Qgeomes down L of table) — ae ae ee 
a 23 Eben el 
He called you a quake. se 
1 = pr SS 
es voll, 1 em glea@ of that. a 
> “hen 4 re 
1 <oom Ye are? é =9 
( Lis bed opinion of in@ if the best recommendation I gould GO he ee 
gbenn — 
( How's thet? — 
( Dr 
















( ks in genera) ‘round our neighborhood are besiaadin' to tiink a. 
of ore of oecsle he runs down than they do of thom 4he~-he says is all 
ft Willis 
(to Dr) I*ll mt stay here to be insulted. 
( ben 
‘ ‘glancing at Willis' feet) They aint mo hobbies tied on a yer mam 
; i etDr = 
[| “= sn@ there is more than one way out. a 
=a Willis 






_ °. $t@ “re “ug hee ) I'd 
ee ‘exits D-Z) = 






lt 
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Dr - : 
very word. ‘hats more, widow you are comire in fo yonr sh. re of hard 
feclings. | 

Mrs +ug hes 
I don't und rstand,. 

vy F 
The neighbors a1] liked Yave and they are not much pleased with the way 
you ang Willis have treated him 

“ben ; 
ueczcon they think he s gettin sorta dirty dsal. 

Dr ” ) 


They are sheming you for mot showing him more motherly love. (Mre “ughes 
bows head in hands, Doris glaces arm about her) if Dave is e nvicted-- 


boris 
JO you think he will be? 
wy : 
Ho doubt of it, if he is folks will say the widow's to blame. 
urs Zughes 
I'm not. | 
ur 


Y68, youars, widow I've done wrong just setting straddle of the fence 
between you and Deve ani now I am afraid it is tov iate to help him, 
Dut i can sey this mueh, if you had showed Dave a tenth of the love 
you've showed Willis, we wo ldn't be hece today wating to hear 
Whether he is to be a free man or a convici. 

JOLrIsS | 
(racing nervously’ a convict. this is terribics ‘eves up te wittow 


back to audiecns wipes away tears Dr X to lirs ~uthes) 
' 7. 5 * 


af 
i alweys did think of Dave as uprisht and tonest. (Hilda gZ0e8 to Doris) 
hirs “ug hes : | | 
Dt, {uaccsnbush, you heva told me I den't know how often--~ 
et ; 
1 Euow that widew, out i was doing it for a purpose (Flapjack goes 
upto indow) | 
ben | 
«GW YOu wint got no sense; ye'il spoil the whole business. 
br 
“et her spoil (ben urops hopelesslly in ehsir) I'm going te speak 
my Own mind ior onge, | 
| “Ps ~ug hes 
"het was your purpose in deciving me in making me believe you 
were on my side. 
Dr 
i WaS somes Wheat personal 1 bad hopes---+ night sey fond hopes that 
Biding with you would. 
ben 
(efter puese, Lr little embarassed) Go on paW, ye nave throwed the fat 
in the fire so you mitht es well blow up the whole shéeebang and haye 
it over with. : 


Dr 
“dreamed that--- 
' “Den 
to ye didn't I told ye. 
br 
You want to tell her? 


(es De gets up) Weil TI kine (pushe® De down in chair he has vecated ) 

2& got the Rdea frou we that you kinda took to him for « third husband. 
(irs ughes shows surprige) Yeu get the money and lend, ; : 
paw and me! 


8 got ) | | 
Got ” brains HE pecks oe Ue thought it wos, 








t a a - ‘ “ _ Y is a — a. ee, 





a 














7 Ls = 7 " pe eS en Bs ey 
hy = = s Ar 7 F ~ ¢, ae ot oe ae Me ae - ee ; me x — ps 
red oe . — r a ‘<3 ey eae re es . od NN a ol rey 
y =p ‘ “3 | ee ; e a = et oe ; ae 2 ef " a aie 
ty . 7 4 : . - ; ‘tv -_ 
- 


ms <i ein the the my roa ’ het te why 


| Mrs vaghes ” pe RS es SL ee 
"ibe you are a fool ee gn NS Sas Mi ae ae ee ier 
ee Dr = Se Nees" a eae 
= I know it. | oe Bie” ane a ce 













(yh ' When Sas x Sm ® 
| 

7 (to Mee Eughos) ‘hey'll be two of ye unless we get together on the = 
‘ ae 






es martyin_ * basi néss. ce | eho 4 eae 
2 at f + Mrs eel? hes ie yo Sad ees, <a on 
ees 2 haven't thought of a ther husbend. | oe iE 
eZ we Shen iat ae 
(ia 2 Now ia a good time to beggn, thi rk of the good pete done ye he hes zou 
‘et yer ayes most well fia 3 ee 
Bee Dr =a 
Which speaks of my professions] reputation 
| | Eben ea 
. ee ke hes got a son, teanin' myself, that he wil aren in ror govd neagh o. 
ae : | Dr ve ae 
pe > £nd the parrot--- 
Bas | Bee Eben te 
a ee cuss sone refined (motions Dr to cvme to him w ile co ati mala to t 5a] 
a es to, Mrs hugh @ Dr rises and comes to Eben) ani that is givin' a both — os 
good satrt. (placing handin on Dr shoulder and steps back to give Pras 
P.. « — here good ahonce to look him over) Look him ovar widow, He's got mo 
a ~ Sa thet ean eirele any waist of normal size, am 6ye that can 396. eee 
"Be sy SB surly sirl a mile off. Lips so syveet they make lemons taste Like : 
: ee ‘end his legs is good for twenty miles ad without 4 wanble,. wig pene 
fs ss ow AL ke aint some prize @ aint no judge of horse fl esh.. re rs 
= in Bben's eer, Eben speake quickly as if ha forgot gome thing) « 
eight this ecmin' spring am ye'll sey eo yerslef if ye 100k st 
(acide to pr) Say something niece am convinein § I'm con do Wn. 
Dr ee one 
He know widow you ar not going to te ma B longer and thats ee 
why we went to marry ,oUu ) | a ceo 
=. dirs “uo hes ea Nae. 5 ae 
Whet! (viees) ae oe 
| khen | Rae 
‘raises hands in despei: ) Paw (Dr backs away in fear) 


vie 
~ 

































: at: ‘ —— Dr 3 5 a cs 
cae + Wagsa't thet convinein' | | Se ees 
ae Shen 3 eee ee 
Convincee me thet your plumb ingene. 3 Seat —" z 

“Dr Satie 
1 guess my wanting to get married is another promt of te | 
lirg Sughes aS 
Bee Des l thirk your >rooceal is yery oS Lprate.. oo maid ering tha trouble — AS 
 .. “ : om in aoe oe 









prs ae 






widow. Ine 






hen - See 
* (to pr) Keep 7 ae or ye t. ie ye foot in it agai n. (to + 
Ge = aghes } “4dow, I'm parposin' fer paw now. “ist Guuse | @e 
aaa ae is thea best iis; ly I know pt: Binge pew done blabbed 
Beta disgust) oo BEDS 10° Wa Aways we hed some desir 


















. | 57 
| Mrs “ughes | 
Dy, 1 can't give yous answer now 
Dr 
io harry, widow, no hurry 
~Dben 


(degperiggly to Dr) There ye go agein (Dr surprised) Doggone it, why - 
didn't ye say i wasno wor never ‘goes up stage) | 
lirs “ug hes “ 
pr {X'g to her she gluncoa up stage) I 've ulwaye believe a you 
& truthfil man (move a little to one side hs cets close L to her 4 
Dr 
i tz to be widow. 
irs ug hes 
You heya spoken to me“of marriage befora, 
Dy 
I've tried to yeu eun 
lire Lughes 
“newer me trufully is it my lani or gy monsy? 


Widow, Iwill teil .tae t ht if 1 lose you, at first wind you -oenky 
first when nobling offspring mthioned you as a possible uddition 
to or femily I was mercenary enough to haves such th:ughts. 
irs hughes 
how? 
br ; 
itl] tace you money or note You hava been failing in health the last 
three months snd it is ceused by worry 
irs Sughes 
res. 
dr 
It is company thet you need. 
lis Lughes 
Par i@08. 
I don't dDelieve jou ure void of all dove for Duveg 
lire Rughes 
‘t nas been awakening since I fear I'll never see him again, since 
I've read my own heart ani geen the injustice cf my cel fish love 
for Wiltis, | 
De 
When he is cowicted, when you relsize yo yourself are to biléue, you 
will have need of me, I'm not much widow but I will be & Goutsdt to 
you es much es I can, 
Mre “ug hes 
gait until we have the jury's Yer@ict ebOmt Dave end I will give you 
Mine about yourself. “i 
: Dr | 
Couldn't yeu give me wa hint now? —_- 
Mire “ughes | AA 


Well--< 

Dr 
Rus, yes yes? 

lirs Hughes 
If he is found Pee iy rene yA DS greet prop Lor mae to lean onee 
aie. oe ee i, Oe 
And if found innocent? 9 r: ge 
I'd tske him back intd my hows, lami try to: me uy Lux ily past Neglect. — 
(igeppolnted) rg" | : Sg 





As 


ff”. 


hits Hughes 
(leying bani on arm) “he house is lerge, ani we would maze one big bapoy 
family. 
Dr 
(shouts) ®coray (.11 look et him in emazement Flapjeck aid Hilde 
down ZL Doris down 3 to is ughe 8, Bb n down IT of 2Pr) By cracky 
I've done it Eben, she fs gin" to steke mg whether or no (shekes hanis 
with Eben then ot he Flapject ani shakes hunis) 
—)4n 
Hoy if we only had D: ve out of this--- 
poris 
(playfully to Mrs Sughes) Oh , ov neughty heughty girl. 
Mrs Hughes 
I wish you and Willis--- 
| Doris 
(shaking head) No use, Mrs “ug hes. the one i love, ['ll never heaves 
vr 


BY oreacky you will have him if I can get him fer you (to Flapjack). 
#Lepiselk T em s8 certain as I'm studning here that that girl 
‘indicating Hilda) holds ths secrat tht will cher Dave. 

Fic pe ick 
(teking Hil@ée in his orm to protect her) She 1wsaé him Se fooled 
hes end@d tried tc kill her, She is mine now ané allus: will 
be no emount of aryin'll change me (Hilde looks st them in 
childish manner ss if not understanmi them) 


Hden 
Now if we only oa Beve out of this trouble, am if Hilde hed 
her riskt mini, am eure she would say something that would set him 


fees. 

Dr | 
If my opinion is correct, + mow it is, an operation will restore 
her right mind. + twill relieve the pressure fron the brain 


ind she will piek up the threads of reasO. &t the point she dropped thay 


fhen | 
Gh, thet pint ie at the time end plece When she was cnocked in 
Ahe head. (sve sp vu. axe hanéle) With this here axe handle, 
DY 
[I'll give you five hundred dollars, every cent I have, for the prpvledge 


~. OF making the operation ‘ 
| Lap jack | = eee 
Hio I om efraid ye'll kill he. aS ed 
boris 


Dr, isn’ there eny ther ways 


br 
There are casss like thie thet Reve sone on for yeats em an socident — 
@ chances blow on the head, hayes dom the work of an Operation. gt 
irs Sughes 
I? I coulé omy :ce Dave ani offer him « few wordg of convolution 
an 
Dr 
Les. (Hilde goes uD to window Flapjack follows her 
Shen 
Wieh I knowed the right spot to hit, doegone if I wo lan't try it on 
her, (looks er tically at .xe handle end then lays it down) co 
DY 


14 


(to “4re hughes@ If her reason ig every restored, Widow I firuly believe. 


the revesltior = wil? mske will be a shook to you. 
“Ss ughes 
4ou me En » she will cotupnetii ie’ 


pr 


4 s believe BO, 


aod 
ai 
= 








































= 3S ad 3 - a mak : 2 3 ae | s 

Pi ea eae eee eee 

ee t em poottvie at it. te tastes showe , surprise) f8 oo oe ee 
ee ‘Doris. = et ae, ie 7 eS re 
eg Doria. | oo | i ae a 
a it can't be that Dave is pu lty he is too good too noble, nis e tory 


cr | on the witness stand had the ring of turht. es 
a y PS “ug hes 3 ihe eee 
at I was almost forced to believe 80 myself. | et air. Ee 
. . | aben : Pe Re oe i 
and Wiliie kinie stame rad and etuttered at times. St gaa 

BN br ae 
Boo (to ting hughes) You must acknowledge that widow. eae 
eet Arg “UB “el | Te 
Es ‘Yea. es | - aes 
“3 of Doris ne Me ee 
pes | and Willis was 80 anxious to hel» convince the jury of Dave's ult, oa 


peer uben ee Ne 
“Te That mede me suspicious of him iff nothing Glee dide 2 


| Dr 2g 
ae (to Mrs Hughes) Mind you, Widow, we are not saying that 411 ig is eee 
hy a guiltyb&t we are claiming Dave is innocent end preparing you Se ae 
fer eht shock if the tebles turn ani you wil! fini the one eS 
oh - you loved trusted is tho scoundrel in dlecs ox the one you cast out of es 
ein: © - gyour lifes a 
Beer "3 jire _ ug hes a 
3 f an prepared for any*aock that may coms, and if my trust inwilis 
_ is ever at fault, if 1 fim that he is the sico onde je. jet ‘the 
Reyeect og jew tckes its course @8 with Dave. ig hla | 
* Dr = 

em. Can't »ou fia@d it in your heart to have 4 little rite tn With hime 
“rg “uches 7 
ft neve vr, I pity him om would do emythi ne to make hie burden 1 

ss br 

25 foe a why don't you send for him him, give hin « word of encon rs 





si = i 


»: “rea. ghes es, eg 

zt Will they let me see him here? viele ae 
‘ * : te REE a eee 
ma sf ~~. Lr = ee a 4 a 
me. : IS: SS ; 3 - qh ae Nee 
ee 7 Ya ile . A bus Sas ; ne “i 


. Mes sughes | | a, eee ass 
= ei] him to come to we (ben exits quickly D 1) | ae =e 
| slap jack Ae 
a widow, if won t do for me to git too close te him. “hey ‘would hey 
7. 2eey the ehuncé to send him to prison I am goin out Bo as to keep 3 
ae doin’ Qumier. Cone pe Qstarts RK 4) 





ea. ae Dori e 
St ee Leave her heres e | ¢ 
oe : (amazed) in company of him as would kill her (savagely) Never, 






eS, a “set in our buggy and weit till the jury comes in. Gall me Dr ¢ 
eke -\ I'm itehing to hear the woris ss says he is at {exit Dp RU Yi 
ae gai iben enters quickly DL) — | i = 
oe 4 ben. <a" 

‘come L) He is comin' (¥r goes up 8 tage ) 

* lirs Loghes 

e mene) I em almost esha d to face hime (Dori places aym 










i Do rie 
re 1 ve 7 re wen 't blame 70d (Day “enters: Ee 





—— —— 











































es on officer un ga ee illie £0 Eee, 

y 2 a ; | Dave i : 2 ae ; a a Sige 
es aeieee ‘holds out Fai to he c=-~8he le ke at nia @ womant ) =o oh ar 

i a ee iS “ug hes | a 

: ; : (brokenly) My 60a, wy son, ‘cus hes in to ois GMLS xben and br turn a 2% 

ee 6 ay D rv goss up bo suger) ” | | Ds 

ie 7 Dr Se wee el e | 

Ea ore (tc super) Leave them ers JOHN. if you oe ne ‘il neice an oace pe 

“ee you can guerd that coor {indicates D R U) (super bows and sxits D a oe 

— ibgan and Doris join br uyes vege) | ae os 

oe “CS sugaes wes oa 

eee | (brokenly) Oh my 80m, My Son gan you ever forgive me I'm to views it 

$8 ell my fault, i can’t givg you up, I can't. = a 

(ns DaVe 

a Don r béime yer self mther. 1 reckon ye havo du ne whut ys ae 

Ai plight. 

Be | | Wes “ug hes ee: 

oe (es if hysterical) i've been wieked, cruel, unjust. ow thet you ai 

WS about to be texen iva me, 1 see my hideous @uluise (rusn hands eo r088 

E ‘. Geeks) I never love you till sow, eae * 

eo love | we mo ther. 7 

fe | lirs “ughes ae 

ee : Yoo yes, it nas goue to tortuwe me for my just sins. L want you , gee | 


Bs ae first born, but they'll tars you tro me (hal? someame ) “they, Bhan! t ae 
hes. se fh.  Sheo't (cl ings bo him); 4 ors 


Mae 28 Jeve | i gee | 
oe feouvhingiy | lity De they wont maybe Iai get off free, . put av en i, ae ; 
(Bike ii tuey don't i'd be willing to die this binute xnowing you Love a 
3 ee me (brokenly | dovner, wothey ‘drove heaa on Ase shoulder, re ae 

SS * (kindly aS he coues wown) Come come no more OL tris, we'il Ao 2e eek Si 
2s tho best. ( Deve lewis are (Beh S, to Settee she sits) tO ae 
pee De ria <a 
“ “@oris. (coming down G) The j ry is out go long cocen's Saas: angys fer 2 43 
( = “Bes pr < . jp ie | 
. ves (Dave silts besides “re Hughes ere tex es a, hands in ners) “ae 









oe Dave ; Paes a8 
&. I thought that Plapjack ani Lilde wexm here? ae oe 
‘ee ae ab en s oheees 
ee {Lodking out windew) They are sottn’ out ther. in the ‘horse ent 18 
‘ee | DEVE est 
|  ° Dida't went to see me, i reckon (Dr nods es) cogent - < 


s/s japkins out window) Thet therc colt of his is ohn kinte Like or 
BO (Censdians, x 














ee | = 3 vr 

| {going up to window) -he cold sir mekos bi Want to run (D r 
fo > # of table, Se 
Be ee Mrs ~“ughes: | ae 3 | 
5 Meld we how do you fevl ubout ite | ge |. 
Dave ee 
anette I have bows, end gous tines I don't. in 

¥ es ict bor o : vin = = 

; why don't they return ea veniiot and £61 ieve bois ew, 

4 at eee up D - 28 oi Lf ied 

\ os: Dive 






es Fine 5 is ita 












































‘, “ Ln _* ~~ — ee - » del - a ‘ 
ieee Sree ee ae 


a ; t 4 
tee ee ° 5 _ ee a 
ee +: = ets + re — ee i: /- eo : ate 
er ae : a ans ie salt 












oe + 
- 


pp ean Ri awe Cae deat se aes 
omnia d i tient ‘ent : vein fege n har ) Xe ese rive alwesy been fr 
1 v6 on the gall of the gue n't gound es | a8 the gall of oa 
woods. That'll hort pretty as came every tree in the forest cnows me 4 x 
oan ‘they "11 be Meaprointed wh en aw eell end 1 aint & couint. ae Te 












_= eo : i" Dr eo) - 
b (comi ne scan) Cheer up Dave keep up ree Mek tiies (Doris: eoues: down ac 


a 


: a yet | “Eve es 
wae > 3 ERO Doris) If I gotte go, they is gome thi nge Lwoud like to nave oye a <a 


Be ey es good friends do for me. | ee er 
ae WS nae eR | os ek. Ff . 
— ss Wa "22 do enything in . ur power. | | Aa pase 

eres eS, Dave 

_  . (ising) Well, Dec, ¥¢ nad peen mig ty good to “novhers, oe. kinda 

ae it Lt Up will ye? Be oo: ae a ti : 

ee Dr pee ee” ae 
Beet LOB. | | | | a 
oe Dave : oe 
owe? {prokenly) She is getin’ old and---and maybe o i git outi---ahne es 


won't be no more, it'll mexe me £f£sel bett r 0 <0W you are ae Oe ie 
ee efter her. 3 nas ne i 


You cen trust me Deve ‘wipes eyes) | | 
| bave ~ ; 


And you, Deris. (Doris looks up) Ye had eeuce to doult mes = — 

Um not doubting pe, Lfee that you ure iniOcens # a ies ee 

If thie hadn't jue 8 we would been hay. v { ap en glamen et Pe ie 

a a Dbris ee a4 | 
Dase 


“het ol@ oak tree we used to sit under of evenin' 8 is gatin' kina 8 
slig hed, we Lt you #0 down thers gome ties an. te li him Deve sat 5 iz as : 








es ; : ig innocent, j e. ‘ hs ns oe 
a | | Doris pe ee Ce 
| Yes. ai eo ps in Ghuir, overes face with hanas and weet os Seen |: en ae 
ae a ben = So. aie al ali 
s,s Mor gone if they eint said yet that you are guilty. — Mi = eee 
ene: ae eo a6 fe 
Se ee feelin’ they i121 (murmers of voices neard orf I, Wild em. enters 
cat... guiekly feoras ) ee 


elias eS -Mrs' hughes } er 
ssi“ ss the verdict, the verdict. es 
.: Willis | ee 
FR sete) we'ltt leave 4 just & moment slight PEO, everyones at 
a. ey iisteing) é " ee 
Ae Fla, ojack | S valk <p 
| £8 right in ch.n ed voice) Your honor we the jury gine the ri 
slight pause) Guilty. ( & moment pause all look at each otha ¥ iA 11 
shows divided reliews Doris drops inchsir @ comers face 
| “rs “us hes aie 9 
(wi th deepest emution but does no sc ream) Oh my boye-—my DOys (mag 
Be in stugcers, he Steps guie-:ly down to her, ‘Bhe fails rere on his - 
as eae 7 a cite A Deve 
: ae She has ee iDy x's qaéniy to them they auoe her 
| Xs e peaks tte wild | 
08 bade) star ee 
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ae horse hoofs Hilde ¢cream Dorig and Dave rush to sac stoi 


murmer of v ices Hiida mekes rfigh in @00r A her hair is dishevoled — 


@own ©) They keel. {(Yauve am ‘Doris & quickly down 3 Qj) Aun for ae 
lifes (¥Wleapjack and sven enter D RY and come down Fl epjeck i OF ’ 


tertified for a moment, sha thrns and almost @Olliges with pin chen j 


eee wite but he Fe me for ailenoe. 
) You seta it was Deve Jou 1oveds ee 




































= ©. $5 aa Sas ~- = re ~ = ; I 
f ow pe a = 3». 7 -. | — e ‘ : he . 
i | a ia af rs 3 4: 4 ee 7 =& a 5 1 > = } 2 ' : = igee oe = Ee mi bes aa 
mt. 2 ~ 3 yi 


Siri, gate jae sy eT ee 

ee edn: Y) Look out Dave iho hae oo nin) Fle aoe’ 2 eoning “dy. 3am 
Loom oat vin ow shows slarm) 4s ms left bili: in the-buggy. {very _ 

excited) She is wni..cin that colt he has bvvke loge ‘rapid sounds 





r : Loris ee | ea 
she'll] be killed. | ll 
pave | of -. ee 
the buggy 6's turhsé@ over, . | Sect ee ae 
ven — ON 
Land ed right on her head — out DU R&R Willis en bers fyvom DL u : a a 
With gless of water comes°down to PQS Dr) ee 
Willis ; ae oe ie 
Yamxiously) (to Lave and Doris) Whai's the matter? te eee 
Do ris a 
Wlapjack's horse has run away (horse effects gradiveliy subs ides ae 
ee looks ou Window Dr gives “rs “ugehs drink of Waters She s hows ea 
ene Of réturnine consiousnesgs / ” a ae 
hilda . cg ee 
 (Meremming off X) Help, help. 7 eae am 
: . Deve | | a 
She is runnin thas wey. (Willis as ig unconsivus of wunuant picks ap” “Ke 


axe hamile anf stands looking toward D A) Liss goms one was after here 
hilds@ Te 
(frabticelly off KR) Dave, Dave ‘sound of hurry ing feet off X and a ‘ 






Look of terror on her lace, she turns towerd V & os she eorsses 


vave. ben cross to 2 of Dr “ilda hes not seen Willis who stands 


oe ag 





recognizes Willis wio in uncoonsious menner is holding axe handl@.e oe ae 
Lilda seream rushes up 3 of Dave) Suve we not le t heen All. (ols, a 


to Pave am then at Willis in wond oz) a keel. oe 
ap jaok | ae 
Kill what do you mean? Re vee 
, Hild e ini a * 
{ mgcn gave Deve's life. (fo Willis ) Heew follew me. ee a, 
| Dave | Sid pe 
Who gstruek your e ig aia a 
hilda : Pa 
4 know and * tell (excitedly) “een heeem see oiled y Canaate ect 
| willis oS ee 
It is & lie, the girks grazy oe, ee 
wr a se 





fhe faji from the tuggy has restored her reason (to Silda) Why pas ae ‘ 






dic he strike you? 










hilad a } war Se 

because I say I tell the beh abot Dave, | ae ‘ Rd ee 
a? uae eae ae 
what truth? Lae ee a 
See bilda ' 2 a. 


it wes heem, mooney not Dev eteaul, + cee nib. (indicati 
‘Tase it, but nob teil because I loved neem ~cen promis d 







. : 
~ on .. "= 
| ii iF ei oi 
ee me Bere 2: pleat 
“ oy _ ahs “eee ag - a =? Cae ak” , 2S 
Rsk 2 . ios oy = 2 4 » - . wt n & Ye oa : = 
- » 


aS 


= —— Sa 
os 





And hs try to g¢t me run away to beeg town for marry. Dave | 
step m, not let heen take me, whenl hear heem lie to futher [ «now 
heem went to make m bad gixl, when the truth i say to t$ii teens 
tre keel me for silence. (#lepjack makes siirt for willis Dave stops 
hin ; | 
Willis 


ee, 


‘(to Mre “ughee, 4otrer, you don.t believe this? (steps toward her, ghe 


holds wp*hand detesining him) Its & lie, w iis: 
ben 
fell it to the jury. (takes him by back of tae neck and sorces him 
into chair R O© table Lilds goes into “lapjac. 3 ara he caurrésses her) 
urs “ug has ‘ 
(up to Dave) Deve, you ere innogent, my huni ond heart are calling you 
Dave. (Dave places arm about her) 
boris 
(taxing his right em um placing it about her waits) ami 80 ere mines 
pr 
Mine to the widow. 
; Dave 
(to beth) They are both better than the cali of the woods, (’ben brushes 
Doctor's heir, arrenges tie as curtainfalis) 


Oe eth os cok she Ae oie oie ot ek A oe eK oe eo KOK 
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